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ADVERTISEMENT 
O F 
The PRINTER. 


AVING ſome Years ago been indulged 

with a Copy of the following Letters, 
after ſome Importunity I have' at Length 
obtained a Permiſſion for their Publication; 
which I was the more defirous of, as I appre- 
hend it may be of Service to have a friendly 
Debate on one of the Sacraments of the 
Church of England made known ; . where the 
Reader, whatever he ſhall determine, will re- 
ceive a Pleaſure at leaſt in ſeeing a Diſpute, 
concerning ſo important an Article of Religion, 
carried on without a Breach of its eſſential Cha- 
racteriſtics, Charity and Candor. 
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SIR, | 
HAT you may have Time ſeriouſly to 
conſider the Subject, on which you and 
I were talking, when I laſt had the 
Honour of ſeeing you, and may be prepared to 
ſtart any new Difficulties, if any occur to you, 
at our next Interview; I have here ſent ſome 
few Texts of Scripture for you to conſult, that 
you may, when retired in your Cloſet, be able 
to conſider them with an impartial and unpre- 
judiced View. 3 
As II do not intend to be very explicite in this 
Paper, but to furniſh you with Hints for your 
own Reaſoning, rather than to argue from them 
myſelf; I muſt defire, you will have your Bible 
by you, when you read this Letter ; that you 
may conſult the ſeveral Paſſages, and ſee, that 1 
$2 & have 


©. 
— 


5 terials , 
have quoted no Text, but in the true Light, in 


which it was defigned to be underſtood by the. 


Author. 


The firſt Thing, 8 I think proper to 


ſhew, is the Neceſſity of Baptiſm in general; 


and Secondly, That this Baptiſm 1s to be a Bap- 


tiſm with Water and Thirdly, That this Inſti- 


tution was to "Uo continued to the End of the 


World. 
The Neceſſity of Baptiſm i 1s proved; becauſe 


it is a Command of our Saviour's to his Apoſtles, 


after he had received all Power, both in Heaven 
and in Earth, that they ſhould go. and teach all 


Nations, haptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Matt. xxviti. 19; and that it is our Duty to re- 


_ ceive this Baptiſm, as well as it is their Duty to 
give it, is plain, not only from the Nature of the 
Thing, but alſo from the expreſs Words of our 
Saviour (as mentioned by St. Mark, xvi. 16.) 
where, ſpeaking to his eleven Apoſtles, he ſays, 


Go ye into all the World and preach the Goſpel. 
unto every Creature: he that believeth and is 


baptized, fhall be ſaved; but be that believeth 


123 ſhall 'be damned, Whence it followeth, that, 


bel! eve and be baptized. 


* 


if we have a Mind to be ſaved, we muſt both 


Now that this Baptiſm, which the Apoſtles 


lius, 


were commiſſioned to confer on thoſe who be- : 
lieved, was a Baptiſm with Water, will appear 
from the ſubſequent Practice of the Apoſtles 
immediately after the Receipt of this Com- 
mand: For when Peter was ſent for by Corne- 


LETTER 1 


lius, who was the firſt Gentile convert to Chriſti- 
anity, after Peter had preached unto him and his 
Family, and the Holy Ghoſt had fallen on them; 3: 
it is obſerved, Acts x. 47, 48. that Peter ſaid, 
Gan any man forbid WATER, hat theſe ſhould 
not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghoſt, as well as we? And be commanded them 
to be baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus. 

When Philip, the Deacon, met the Eunuch, 
who was going up to Jeruſalem to worſhip, and 
had expounded the Scripture, and preached unto 
him, Feſus; it is then obſerved, As viii. 36, | 
39. that the Eunuch ſaid, See, here is WATER; ; 
what doth hinder me to be baptized: ? And Philip 
ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thine Heart, thou 
mayeſt : and he anſwered and ſaid, I believe, 
that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God: and be com- 
manded the Chariot to fland fill, and they went. 
down into the WATER, both Philip and the Eu- 
nuch, and be baptized him. 

When Paul was miraculouſly converted, it is 
obſerved, that upon Ananiass coming to him, 
As ix. 17, 18. immediately there fell from bis 
Eyes, as it had been Scales, and he received his 
Sight forthwith, and aroſe and was baptized. 
Now, that this was a Baptiſm of Water will ap- 
pear from hence; that when he Paul) is ſome. 
Years afterwards giving an Account of this 
Tranſaction to the Jes, he repreſents Ananias, 
faying to him, And nom why tarrieſt thou! * 
Ariſe and be baptized and w ASH away thy Sins. 
| Whence it plainly appears, that this Baptiſm 
conferred by Ananias on St, Paul was a Water - 
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Baptiſin; otherwiſe why ſhould: he lay, Waſh 
| away thy Sins, Acts xxii. 16. Hence St, Peter 
obſerves, that our Salvation by Baptiſm was pre- 
figured by Noab's Salvation in the Ark, Wherein 


few, that is Eight, Souls were ſaved by" War 8 
1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. 


And what further confirms this Opinion, is, 
that this Baptiſm, which is mentioned in the 
Scriptures to be conferred on the Converts to 
* Chriſtianity, could not be the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe this Form of Baptiſm was 
ptactiled by our Saviour, that is, by his Diſ- 
ciples under bis Authority, before the Deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt; that is, during the Life- 
time of our Saviour, Jobn iv. 1, 2. And be- 
cauſe after the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, tho 
it is mentioned, that the Holy Ghoſt viſibly 
deſcended on Cornelius and his F amily, yet they 
are ordered to be baptized with Water, Acts x. 
44, 47. And Peter, ſpeaking to the Jeus, 
Acts 11. 38. ſays, Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the 
Rem ſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift 


= of the Holy G Hot. 


Whence it appears, that the W Ni Bap- 
tiſm and receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
were two different and diſtin Things; ſee allo 
Acts viii. 12, 13, 15, 18, 19. 

Of Chrit it is indeed ſaid, that he ſtall bap- 
tige with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, Matt. iii. 
Ii. Luke iii. 16. but this is only a netapbo- 
rical Baptiſm, even when ſpoken of the out- 

ward and viſible Deſcgnt of the Holy ack 
| WIAIC 


LETTER I 4 
which appeared in cloven Tongues, as of Fire, 
and deſcended on the Heads of the firſt Converts. 
to Chriſtianity : But the in Infuſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, though often mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, is in no one Place called a Baptiſm, not 
vel in a metaphorical Senſe. 

- Chriſt is alſo ſaid to be baptized with the 
Baptiſm of, or to drink the Cup of, Affliction; 
but this, I ſuppoſe, you will allow to be a meta- 
n Expreſſion, Matt. xx. 22, 13. Luke xii. 

And as no one, in his right Senſes, will 
chooſe to give a metaphorical Interpretation to 
Words, when a literal one will do full as well; 
for this Reaſon, when we read, that Perſons 
were baptized by the Apoſtles, or their Diſciples; 
this is always to be underſtood of Water- 
Baptiſm ; ſee AFs ii. 35, 41. xvi. 15. XVII. 5. 
xix 5. as plainly appears by comparing what is 
ſaid of Paul, Acts ix. 17, 18. with what he 
ſays of himſelf, Acls xxli. 16. 

Now laſtly, That this Form of Baptiſm by 
Mater was to continue to the End of the World, 
appears plainly from the very Words of the In- 
ſtitution, Mattb. xxviii. 19. where our Saviour 
bids his Apoſtles, Go, teach all Nations. So 
that this Inſtitution is plainly to laſt, till all 
Nations are taught, or, in other Words, till 
there are no more Diſciples to make: And 
therefore ver. 20. our Saviour adds, And lo, Tam 
with you, even unto the End of the Warld; 
which. {till appears turther from the Method of 
Expreſſion, made uſe of by St. Mark, when he 
ſpeaks of this Inſtitution, Mark xvi. 15, 16. 

B 3 where 
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where he repreſents Chriſt, ſpeaking to his eleven 
_ Apoſtles, and ſaying, Go ye into all the World, 

and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He 
that believeth and ts baptized, ſpall be ſaved; 
but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned; ſo 
that it plainly appears from hence, that this In- 
ſtitution is to continue, while there is a Creature 
left i in the World to believe and be baptized. 

I have ſent you theſe few Hints for your own 
peruſal, and think it will not be improper, if you 
explain them to your Wife, and read them over 
along with her; and 1 beſeech God to aſſiſt you 
with his Grace, and to give you both ſuch a due 
| Senſe of his Mercy and Soares towards you, in 
calling you into 45 Light of the Goſpel, that 
you will embrace this favourable Opportunity of 
| Salvation, which he has promiſed to thoſe, who 
believe and are baptized, I recommend you both 
to the Divine Protection, who am, 


8 ER, 
Nur faithful 
Fan, 24, 1738. humble Servant, 
f 1 Ros. CoRKE. 
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My Lo Rp, 
HAVE the Honour of your Lordſhip' s, and 
have, as you deſired, conſulted the Scripture, and 


gonſidered the Subject with, I hope, an impartial and 
unpre- 


unprejudiced Mind. 


I ſhall now trouble you with 
my Thoughts upon the whole M atter as er as 
poſſible. , 
The Neceſſity of Baptiſm in wh 11 think; 

ſo apparent from Scripture, that it wants'no Proof, 
but that our Saviour's Commiſſion to his Diſciples, 


Matth. xxviii. 19. commands Water-Baptiſm, your 


Lordſhip will forgive me, if I ſay, ſeems to me to 
want more Proof, than I have yet ſeen. The Words 
are, Go ye, teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Whatever Baptiſm is here intended, it is 


plain, they were to baptize all whomſoever they 
taught: The Precept is as poſitive for the one, as 


the other: Therefore if the Apoſtles, in their ſubſe- 
quent Practice, did baptize only ſome with Water, 
and not all whomfoever they taught and converted, 
the Neceſſity of Water-Baptiſm cannot be inferred 
from this Command. 

But if, by the ſubſequent Practice, it appears that 
any one of the Apoſtles did purpoſely omit to baptize 
many, whom he had converted to the Faith of CH, 
then another Baptiſm, than that of Water, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be intended by this Command of our Sa- 
viour, otherwiſe this Abſurdity would follow, that 
ſuch an one did not underſtand his Commiiſion, or 
did not execute it, which is not to be thought of. 

Now that the Apoſtle Paul (who, as himſelf fays, 
did not come a Whit behind the very chiefeſt of 14: 
Apoſtles ) did purpoſely omit to baptize many Con- 
verts, is, I think manifeſt from 1 Cor. 1. 14. whe 2 


he 4 5 T7 thank God, I baptized none of yeu, Gur 


B 4 | Criſp! 5 
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Criſpus 2 Gaius. He afterwards mentions the 

Houſhold of Stephanus, 1 Cor. v. 16. but without 
doubt he had converted Hundreds, perhaps Thou- 
Jands more than them, or their Families, and further 
in the ſame ch. v. 17. he gives this Reaſon for it; 
For Carve ſent me not to baptize, but to proach the 
* Goſpel. 

It hls Words are taken in the moſt e 
Senſe, i, e. that he was not ſent to baptize only, but 
his chief Miſſion was to preach the Goſpel, it is, 

I conceive, impoſlible to reconcile them to our Sa- 

viour's Commiſſion, Matth. xxviii. 19. For if that 
_ commanded Water-Baptiſm, it was as. eſſential a 
Part of his Duty to baptize, as to preach the Goſpel ; 
Which the Apoſtle, who knew beſt his own Duty, 
and the Meaning of that Command, here expeally 
affirms it was not. 
The latter Part of this Precept contains the Form 
of the Baptiſm, which Chriſt ordained, vf. In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which Form the Apoſtles in their Practice of 
Water-Baptiſm do no where, that I can find, appear 
to have made uſe of. For in the Place cited by 
your Lordſhip, Adds x. 47, 48. He commanded them 
fo be baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus. Acts viii. 
16. They were baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus. 
Acts xix. 5. In the Name of the Lord Jeſus. Theſe 
are ſufficient to prove that the Form in our Saviour's 
Precept, Math. xxviii. 19. was not uſed by the 
Apoltles i in Water-Baptiſm. It may likewiſe be ob- 
ſerved in the above cited Place, Ads x. 48. he 
commanded them to be baptized, Sc. but had he 

underſtood our Lord 8 ö to have commanded 


* Aer 
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Water-Baptiſm, he would have performed that 
Office himſelf, as an indiſpenſable Part of bis 
Duty. 

Another Text quoted by your Lordſhip is 
1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. It runs thus, herein few, that is, 
eight Souls, were ſaved by Water. The like Figure 
whereunto Baptiſm doth now ſave us (not the putting 
away the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anfwer of a good 
Conſcience towards God) by the Reſurrection of Feſus 
Cbriſt. The Apoſtle here deſcribes the ſaving 
Baptiſm, firſt negatively, it is not he putting away 
the Filth of the Fleſh, which Water-Baptiſm is; then 
affirmatively, it is he Anſwer of a good cet to- 
wards God, which Water-Baptiſm alone 1s not. 
Your Lordſhip is pleaſed further to ſay, That 
this Baptiſm, which is mentioned in the Scriptures 
to be conferred: on the Converts to Chriſtianity, 
could not be the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 5. e. 
during the Life-time of our Saviour ; becauſe this 
Form of Baptiſm was practiſed by our Saviour, that 
is, by his Diſciples under his Authority, before the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. Fong the Life- 
time of our Saviour. 

It is true, my Lord, the Diſciples of our Saviour 
did practiſe Water-Baptiſm during his Life-time ; 
and it is as true, that they were under his Authority : 
But did they derive an Authority to baptize with 
Water, while our Saviour was on Earth, from any 
poſitive Command of his? It does not appear, that 
he either gave them any Precept, or ſhewed them 
his own Example for it. For Feſus baptized aa, but 


his Diſcipies, Joha iv. 2. 


Now 


50 D E. T T BR MI. 


No if Water Baptiſm was of that infinite Im- 


- Portance, which it muſt be, were it commanded i in 
our Saviour's Precept ſo often cited, would he not 
have taken more Notice of it, than he appears to 
have done, during ſuch Practice of his Diſciples in 
his Life-time? Would he not probably have con- 
firmed it by Example, as well as Precept? And 


would not the Apoſtles, after his Aſcenſion, have 


recommended, in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt Manner, 


a Duty, which would then have been as eſſential, as 


the Preaching of the Word of God itſelf? But this 
does not ſeem to have been the Caſe; for when our 
Lord firſt ſent out his twelve Apoſtles, he gives them 
Power to work ſundry Miracles, he exhorteth them 
2 to preach the Goſpel, he promiſeth them the Aſ. 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, Maltb. x. 19, 20. but is 
wholly ſilent concerning Water-Baptiſm. To con- 


clude; if by our Saviour's Precept, Matib. xxviii. 19. 


Water-Baptiſm 1 is not commanded, there is no Pre- 
cept for it in the whole Scripture, either from him- 
ſelf, or his Apoſtles, which is ſtrange, as I hinted be- 
fore, conſidering of what Importance it muſt have 
been, had it been there commanded. The Apoſtles 
might nevertheleſs practiſe Water. Baptiſm, before 
and after our Lord's Aſcenſion, in Conformity to the 
Weakneſs of the Jes, always fond of external 


Ceremonies: Nay, they themſelves, being Jews, 


might retain ſome Fondneſs for a Ceremony of ſo 
great Antiquity in the eib Church, 

I ſhould ſay ſomething of my Sentiments concern- 
ing Baptiſm with the Holy Spirit, but am loth to 


tire your Lordſhip's Patience longer, therefore Nel 
* defer 


—— PIES Bp ( Cp Oe BID 9p, 


_ 


E A II 11 


defer it, till I have the Honour to converſe with u Jou. 
or write to you again. wy 0 


1 am 1 with profound Rees, 
Ballyphehan 6 | 
Jan. * ; 738 Long 
% FG oft obedient, 


7 


p, S. Your Lordſhip's Servant is PRey 7 
juſt now come to the Door, and 75 obliged, 


and I will wait on your Lord- Lumble Servant, 
ſhip To-morrow Morning, if it 


be ſuitable, Jan. zo. | W. P ANN. 


„ F 
3 
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1 1 R, . Pi Corke, Fan. 30, 1738. 

11 A VE juſt received your Letter, with 
which I am very well pleaſed, and ſhall en- 
deavour to give you a full Anſwer to all thoſe. 
Difficulties, which you have ſtarted in it. 


Your firſt Objection i is, that, if Water- Baptiſm, 


be neceſſary, the Apoſtles ought to have bap- 


tized every one, that they taught; whereas it. 


appears, that St. Paul did purpoſely omit it, 


I Cor. i. 14. To which I anſwer, that they did 
en every one, that they taught; as Fob iy 


in particular, from the Expreſſion made uſe of 


by St. Peter to the eus on the Day of Pente-. 
of who, being moved by St. Peter's Preach- 
ing, Acts ii. 37. Said unto Peter and to the reſt 


of the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what: ſhall 


We e do 4 Then Peter ſaid unto them, Repent it and 
be 


. „ 55 
* * * 
- — 8 — . A — ——— a — — — — 
C —— RO II cv — - nod ax FRET — ————— g 
— — — — 9 — — — — — 2 
hp 2 N - ID — * = 
ee TT —— — © — 


1 
| 
<3 i | 
1 
* T1 
14 
i 
4 
'S i 


. ISIS CRM T , 


1 DET PER ME- 
Be baptized xvERY ONE OF vob: and then fol- 
lows, ver. 47. Then they, that gladly received his 
Mord, were baptized, and, the ſame Day, there 
were added unto them three thouſand Souls. 

Now it is by no Means neceſlary, that the 
actual Miniſtration of the Form of Baptiſm 
ſhould be performed on theſe three thouſand 
Souls by the Hands of St. Peter, provided it was 
done by his Direction, or Authority; ſince he, 
that impowers another and commands that Per- 
ſon to act, may be ſaid to do that Action himſelf, 

Hence Job iv. 1. it is ſaid, that Feſus made 
and baptized more Diſciples, than oba, though, 
in the following Verſe, it is particularly ſpeci- 
| fied, that Jeſus himſelf baptized not, but his 
Diſciples. The Baptiſm, therefore, which was 
done by the Diſciples of our Saviour, becauſe it 
was done by his Authority and Command, is at- 
tributed to our Saviour, as if ene by ns 
ſelf. See Gen. xxxix. 22. n | 

Hence Peter may be Laid to have T0" M} 
Cornelius and his Houſhold, though he only 
commanded it to be done by ſome other Perſons 
then preſent, Acts x. 48. In like Manner St. 
Paul may be ſaid to have baptized the Corin- 
thians; becauſe they were all baptized by him, 
or his Diſciples, ſee Acts xvii. 8. though per- 
ſonally Paul might baptize none, but Criſpus, 
and Gaius, and the Houſbold of- Stephanus. That 
all the Corinthians were baptized appears fur- 
ther from 1 Cor. i. 13. where St. Paul puts this 

ueſtion to them in the General; Or were you 


boptized in be Name of Paul? And the Rea- 


ſon, 
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ſon, why he thanks God, that he baptized none, 
but Criſpus, and Gaius, and Stephanus, is aſ- 
ſigned in the following Verſe ; Ie, any ſpould 7 
Jay, that T had baptized in my on Name. 
Paul had an Account of great Contentions 
among them; ver. 11, that they were divided 
into Factions and Parties; that one ſaid, I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, end. [1 
1 of Chrijt : Moſt probably they ranked them- | 11000 
ſelves. under the Names of thoſe Perſons, from _— 
whom they had received Baptiſm : St. Paul 
therefore thanks God, that he had appointed 
others to baptize ; becauſe they, who had bap- 
tized by his Authority, could teſtify the Form 
of Words, which he commithoned them to 
baptize in; which was in the Name of 7eſus, 
and-not of Paul. 
And the, Meaning of the following Verſe, 
where he ſays, for Chri/? ſent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the Goſpel, is this: For Chriſt hass | 
ſent me, rather to preach the Goſpel, than to Will! 
| baptize ; becauſe others, who have not ſuch ex- 1 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, with re- 
gard to Preaching, may ſerve to perform the 
manual Operations of Baptiſm, as well as I. 
That the Hebrews were accuſtomed to expreſs 
Compariſons in a ſtrong negative Manner is 
manifeſt from numberleſs Inſtances in the Scrip- 
tures: Thus ſays Hoſea, I will bave Mercy, and 60. 
not Sacrifice, i. e. I prefer Mercy to Sacrifice; WI! | | 
or, as the Prophet himſelf explains it, and he i 
Knowledge of God more than Burut-Offerings, 
Hol. vi. 4 
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In the fame Senſe muſt be underſtood, Matth,. 
vi. 2 5. Take no Thought for your Life, as alſo 


Matth. vi. * Luke xii. 22. John iv. 2 1. Ph. iv. 
6. 1/a; xi. 3. In like manner St. Paul does not 


mean, that 1 * was not ſent to baptize, but that 


he ought not to ſpend his Time in that, which 


Bis Diſciples could do, as well as he; but that 


he ſhould make Converts: and leave the Per- 


formance of Baptiſm to Perſons of an inferior 


; Order in the Church: And therefore, we ſee of 


Conſequence, when Paul came fifſt to Corinth, 
where he came alone without any Attendants, 


T TB iii. 1. As xvili. 5. he perſonally bap- 


tized Criſpus, and Gaius, and the Houſhold 9 


Stephanus ; becauſe he had' then made no Diſ- 
ciples, whom he could impower to 5 ; 
which likewiſe ſhews how neceſſary St. Paul 
thought the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, ſince he 
would not defer the conferring of it on Criſpus, 


and Gaius, and the Houſhold of Stephanus, til 


the ral of Silas and Timotheus, whom he 


daily expected from Macedonia, Acts xvii. 15. 


' Xviit. 1, 5. So that St. Paul's ſaying, he was 


not ſent to baptize, but to preach, is perfectly 
reconcilable with the Commiſſion given, Matth. 
xxviii. 19. ſince he took Care, that they ſhould 


be baptized, if not perſonally by himſelf, yet by 
ſome one, that was impowered by him. See 
Acts xviil. 8. 


As to the Expreſſion made uſe of through the 
whole Book of the A#s of the Apoſtles, that 
they were baptized in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus: It 3 is to be obſerved, that this Book of 


the | 
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LETTER II. 1 
the Al is but a ſhot Abſtract of the Hiſtory | 
of the Apoſtles, and therefore that-St. Luke did 
not think it neceffary to ſet down the preciſe 
Form of the Words uſed ;' but if what St. 
Matthew and St. Mark fay be true of the'preciſe 
Form, directed by our Saviour, it is more than 
probable, that, whenever the Apoſtles did bap- 
tize, they uſed the Form preſcribed by our Sa- 
viour ; though St. Luke gives only the Subſtance 
of it; but the Queſtion, I apprehend, is not 
45 the Form of Words, but about the In- 
ſtitution. | 
As to the Quotation from St. Peter, iii. 20, 21; 
The like Figure, whereunto Baptiſm doth now 
ſave us (not the putting away the Filth of the 
Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience to- 
wards God) the Meaning is this: that the 
falutary Efficacy of Baptiſm does not conſiſt ſo 
much (or only) in putting away the Filth of the 
Fleſh; as in living ſuch a Life, as will enable 
vs to anſwer with a good Conſcience to God. 
What I have ſaid before concerning the nega- 
tive Expreſſions of the Hebrews, is ſufficient to 
prove. this, particularly that Quotation from- 
John iv. 21. The Hour cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in this Mountain, nor yet at SFeruſulem, 
worſhip the Father, The Meaning of which is, 
that neither Samara, nor Feruſalem, ſhall be the 
2 Places, that are appropriated to God's Wor- 
ſhip; but whereſoever God is worſhiped in 
Spirit and in Truth, that Place ſhall be accept - 
able to him: And as outward Baptiſm alone 


{hall not be able to ſave us, unleſs we lead a Life 
2 | allo 
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alſo correſpondent thereunto ; ſo he, that be. 
lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, ſays St. 


Mark; and yet, without Works our Faith 1 
dead, ſays St. Paul. 


As to what you obſerve concerning the Silence 


of the Scriptures in relation to N ater-Baptiſm : 
I can only fay, that I think, they are very ex- 
plicite to any one, who will conſider the whole 
together. Almighty God deals with us, as ra- 
tional Creatures, fo as to move, but we cbr our 
Aſſent; and if we conſider, that the Scriptures 
mention, that our Saviour not only ſubmitted 


to, but obliged John to confer Water-Baptiſm 


on him; that after John was put to Death, and 
Feſus had taken upon himſelf the Miniſtration 

of the Goſpel; that he then practiſed WVater- 
Baptiſm, and made and baptized more Diſciples, 
than even John himſelf had done. 

If we conſider, that Jeſus, after his Aſcenſion, 
gave a ſtrict Command to his Apoſtles to con- 
tinue this Cuſtom to the End of the World, i. e. 
to teach and baptize, Sc. And if we confider 


that in Purſuance of this Command, his Apo- 


ſtles did practiſe Fater-Bapriſm ; I cannot ſee; 
when all thefe Inſtances are to be found in the 
Scriptures, that we have any Reaſon to complain 


of their Silence: And as to the Suppoſition, 
that the Apoſtles practiſed Water- Baptiſm only, 
in Compliance with the Jews; it may be ob- 
ſerved, That Cornelius and his Family were no 


Jeus; but that he was an Italian, at leaſt a 
Centurion in the Roman Service, Adds x. 1. That 


the Eunuch, * by Philip, was no Few, 


nor 


1 EFT FN Bt; = - 
nor was there any Jeu but Philip near at fand 
that the Corinthians, which were baptized by St. 
Paul were no Fews, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 11; nay that, 
in that very Epiſtle, he warns the Gentiles againſt 
complying with the Feuiſh Cuſtoms, 1 Cor. vii. 
18, 20; and, therefore, that That Suppoſition is 
without any Manner of Foundation. I beſeech 
God to direct you in the Way of Truth, who am, 


P. S. I ſhall be glad to ſee you | 1 | 
To- morrow, and deſire you 5 "WTI, 
will bring this Letter with Tour tt aithful, | 
you, that we may talk it over; | 


having written it in ſome | humble Servant. 
haſte; and that if you have any | ths 
further Objections, I may then | 2 | 
anſwer them. - _ DATES Ros. CoRKE: 


1 1 2 3 ; Lk 


DT 
1 e 
HEN I wrote laſt to you, I deſired to 

' know, whether you had any further 
Objections; which if you had, I hoped, you 
would inform me of them, and I would then en- 
deavour to give you a further and fuller Anſwer; 
but inſtead of doing ſo, you was pleaſed, on 
Saturday laſt, to refer me to Mr. Barclay's 
Apology for the Quakers, and particularly to that 
Part of it, which is written concerning Baptiſm. 
As it has pleaſed God and the King to call 
me to be Biſhop of this Dioceſe, of which I find 
| *® See TRY 25, 26, J 


you 
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you a Member; I think myſelf, ae Wan 
than barely as a Man, or a Chr iſtian, to do What 
lies in my Power, to ſet you right in the Way 
of Salvation z and have, therefore, obeyed your. 
Commands, in looking over that Part of Mr. 
Barclays Book; of which I ſhall freely. and. ho- 
neſtly give you my Opinion. It is many Vears 
ſince I firſt read that Book; and as my Employ- 
ment in Life demands more of my Time, than, 
5 think, ought to be ſpent in controverſial Writ- 


I ſhall not touch upon any Points, except 


2 only which concerns Water-Baptiſm, and 


which was the firſt Occaſion of our Correſpon- 


dence; the Neceſſity of which. T hope, by the 


Blefling of God, to convince you. 
And Pfrſt of all I muſt obſerve to you, that 


Mr. Barclay ſeems to depend too much. upon. 


his own imaginary Diſtinction between the Bap- 
tiſm of John and the Baptiſm of Chriſt: As if 
the only Difference betwixt them was, that the 
Baptiſm of John was the Baptiſm of Water, and 
the Baptiſm of Cbriſt was the Baptiſm. of the 

Spirit: Whereas the true Difference betwixt 
them was this. The Baptiſm of John was a 
Baptiſm by Water unto Repentance, Saying unto 
the People, that they ſhould believe on bim, which 


Should come aſter him, that is, on Chriſt Feſus, 


Acts xix. 4. The Baptiſm of Chriſt is a Baptiſm 
by Water unto Repentance, and ſo far it agrees 
— 5 the Baptiſm of Jobn; but then it is not into 
the Belief of Chriſi to come, but of the Meſſiab, 

as come: And, therefore, the Perſons to be bap- 
a with it are, by the expreſs Directions of 
| | Cbriſt, 


* 
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Cbriſt, baptized in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; and this is the 
Reaſon, why thoſe, who th baptized with the 
Baptiſm of John, were re-baptized by. St, Faul 
with the Baptiſm of Chriſt, Acts xix. . 
But, Sir, the real Queſtien is, What i is the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt? and wherein does it'confiſt ? 
Mr. Barclay ſays, it is the Baptiſm of the Spirit; 
in Proof of which he quotes three Paſſages in 
Scripture ; the fr/t/{poken by John the Baptiſt, 


Matth, iii. 11. I indeed dunner you with Mater : 


unto Repentance, but he, that cometh after me, is 
mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not avorthy fo 
bear; be ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Fire. The ſecond ſpoken by our Sa- 
viour to his Diſciples after his Reſurrection, 
when he commanded them, That they ſhould not 
depart from Jeruſalem, but wait for the Promiſe 
of the Father ; which, ſays he, ye have heard of 
me; for Fobn truly baptized with Water, but ye 
ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not many 
Days hence, Acts i. 4, 5. The third is the Speech 
made by St. Peter to the Apoſtles; when he in- 
formed them, that the viſible Appearance of the 
Holy Ghoſt had fallen upon Cornelius and his 
Family; as it did upon the Apoſtles on the Day . 
of Pentecoſt.” Then, ſays he, remembered I the 
Word o the Lord, hr that he. ſaid, Fohn indeed 
baptized with Water; but ye "ot ve baptized | 
with the Holy Gboſt, Ads X1. 16. 

Now, Sir, in order to diſcover, whether this 
Baptiſm, here mentioned, be the real true 
Chriſtian Baptiſm ; let us compare theſe T * 

2 0 


—— 


20 WETTER 
of Scripture with the Command given by our 
Saviour to his Diſciples, as mentioned by St. 
Matth. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach (or 
make Diſciples in) all Nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt : teaching them to obſerve all 
Things, whatſoever ] have commanded you, and 
| bo, I am with you always even unto the End of 
of the World. 

I think, Sir, we ſhall both agree, that this 
Baptiſm, here commanded by our Saviour to be 
Ee on Believers by the Apoſtles, is the real 
true Chriſtian Baptiſm ; and alſo that this Bap- 
tiſm is to continue to the End of the World. 
See Barclay, p. 42 3. where he allows, that the 
Baptiſm of Chri/t is to continue. 

Now, Sir, if we conſider the Baptiſm above- 
mentioned by John, by our Savicur and St. Pe- 
ter; we ſhall find, that it alluded. intirely to the 
miraculous and viſible Manifeſtation of the H oly 
Ghoſt ; which deſcended on the Apoſtles and 
Diſciples on the Day of Pentecoft; when there 
appeared unto them cloven Tongues, as of fire, and 
it fat upon each of them: and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghot, and began to ſpeakwith other 
Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Utterance, 
Acts ii. 3, 4. This is that Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt and of Fire, mentioned by John the Bap- 
tiſt, Math. iii. 4. This is that Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, mentioned by our Saviour after 
his Reſ rrection; with which the Apoſtles were 
to be baptized, not many Days hence, Acts i. 5. 


And this was that Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; 
which 
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which fell upon Cornelius and his F. amily, : as it 
had fallen upon the Apoſtles in the Beginning, 
that is, on the Day of Pentecoſt, As xi. 16. 
Now, Sir, this vifible Manifeſtation of the 
Holy Ghoſt was a miraculous Power, generally, 
if not always attended with the Speaking of 
Tongues, fee As ii. 4. x. 45, 46. which was 
conferred on the Apoſtles and ſome of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians for ſome time, after the firſt 
Inſtitution of Chriſtianity, and which gradually 
decreaſed along with the reſt of the miraculous 
Powers, thought neceffary: 4 
dom towards eſtabliſhing a new Religion: But 


when Kings, and Princes, and Potentates began 


to embrace and countenance Chriſtianity, then 
were theſe miraculous Powers withdrawn: And, 
therefore, we find by Experience, that this kind 
of Baptiſm is no longer to be had; and can- 
not of Conſequence be that Form of Baptiſm, 
which was inſtituted by our Saviour, and com- 
manded by him to be adminiſtered to all Na- 
tions, even unto the End of the World. 

And as Mr. Barclay infiſts very truly from 
Scripture, that there is but one Baptiſm; ſo, I 
think, it plainly appears, that, if that one Bap- 
tiſm is to continue to the End of the World, 
this of the viſible Manifeſtation of the Holy 
Ghoſt cannot be it: For if the Dilemma be 
true, which he inſiſts on, that this one Baptiſm 
muſt either be the Baptiſm of Water, or the 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, mentioned in the 
three Texts of Scripture aboved quoted, his 


Argument | 1s fairly retorted upon himſelf thus: 
8 2 The 
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22 LETT E R. IV., 
; The true Chriſtian Baptiſm is either the Bap. 
tiſm of Water, or the Baptiſm of the Holy Gholt, 
abovementioned: But it is not the Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt abovementioned ; becauſe the 
true Chriſtian Baptiſm is to continue to the End 
of the World: Therefore it is the Baptiſm of 
Water. 5 e Heb) 
Now, Sir, perhaps it has not occurred to you, 
no more than it ſeems to have done to Mr. 
Barclay; that there is a wide Difference betwixt 
receiving this ou7ward and visible Manifeſtation 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which is here called a Bap- 
tiſin, and that inward Sanctification of the Holy 
Spirit of God, Rom. xv. 16. Whereby we are 
ſealed unto the Day of Redemption x. This 
outward Gift, or Maniteſtation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, was only one. of thoſe many Branches, 
through which the Spirit of God was pleaſed to 
manifeſt itſelf to Mankind. Thus St. Paul, 
1 Cor. xii. 14, &c. obſerves, that #here are Di- 
wver/ities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit; to one is 
given by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom; to an- 
other the Word of Knowledge, by the ſame Spirit; 
to another Faith by the ſame Spirit; to another 
the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit; to an- 
other the Working of Miracles; to another Pro- 
phecy ; to another diſcerning of Spirits ; to another 
divers Kinds of Tongues ; to another the Tnter- 
pretation of Tongues, &c, 

Whence it appears, that Faith may be given 
by the Spirit of God, where the Working of 
Miracles, or the Interpretation of Tongues may 


Epbeſ. i. 13, 14. iv. 3o. 


not 


riotbegiven 8 the ſame Spirit A nd vice verſd, 
the Interpretation of Tongues, or divers Kinds 
of Tongues, may be given, where a ſaving Faith 
is not given by the fame Spirit; and of this we 


have an Inftance, in the Caſe of Simon (com- 
monly called Simon Magus) who received this 


,outward and vifible, Manifeſtation of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and yet, I believe, Mr. Barclay, were he 
alive, would hardly affirm, that he was thereby 
made Partaker of the inuard Renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt unto Salvation ; fince after the Holy 
Ghoſt had viſibly fallen upon him, it is obſerved, 
that he offered Money to St. Peter, ſaying, Give 
me alſo this Power; that on whom ae ver T lay 
Hands, be may receive the Holy Gh; and St. 
Peter ſaid, in return, I perceive, that thou art 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Ini- 
quity, Acts viii. 9, 13, 17, 18, 23. which Diſ- 
tinction between the oz7ward and. vifible Mani- 
Feſtation of the Holy Ghoſt, and the znward 


and inviſible Operation of the Holy Spirit to 


Sanctification, ſerves likewiſe, as an Anſwer to an 
Objection made by Mr. Barclay againſt the Ef- 
fects and Fruits of Water- Baptiſm, Pag. 421, 
Kc. and from Rom. vi. 3, 4. Gal. iii. 27. and 
Col. ii. 12. From which three Texts taken to- 


gether he collects, that the Effects of the true 


Chriſtian Baptiſm conſiſt in our walking in 
Newneſs of Life, riſing with Chriſt, and putting 
on Chriſt, Whence he concludes, that theſe 
cannot be the Effects of Water-Baptiſm; ſince 
there were many in the Churches of Rome, Ga- 
latia, and Colaſſæ, who were poſſibly baptized 
1 with 
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24 EET TER {8x 
with Water, whom Paul in thoſe Epiſtles finds 
fault with for their Behaviour, as not havi 
put on Chrift; whereas he ought to conſider, 
that Purity of Life is no more the neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of the outward and vilible Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt and of Fire, than it was of the 
outward Baptiſm of Water, as is manifeſt from 
the Inſtance of Simon Magus. But it this Ar- 
gument has any Force in it at all, it is this, viz. 
that they, who have once received the true 
- Chriſtian Baptiſm, can never afterwards err from 
the Truth; but they, who have received Water- 
Baptiſm, do frequently err from the Truth ; 

therefore Water- Baptiſm cannot be the true 
Chriſtian Banuicn. 

Now, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to inform you, 
that the firſt Propoſition, made uſe of in that 
Argument, is abſolutely falſe, viz. that they, 
who have received Par true Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
can never afterwards err from the Truth. 
Among many Texts of Scripture, which may 
be produced to ſhew, that the Apoſtles were 
afraid of the Backſliding of their new Converts, 
I ſhall only ſingle out one, which, I fear, is too 
ſufficient to convince us of + the Fallibility of 
thoſe, who have been enlightened, and have even 
been made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, The 
Words, which I am going to quote, ſeem to me 
ſo ſtrong, that they need no further Introduction. 

In St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Hebrews he ſays, 
Feb. vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſſible for theſe, 
Who were once enlightened, and have taſted of the 


Heaven y Gift, and were made Partakers of the 
Holy 


LADEN 


Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word of 
God, and the Powers of the Warld to come, if 


they ſhall fall away, to renew them to Repentance. 
Where you ſee St. Paul's Opinion of the Poſ- 
ſibility of their Falling away, who had been en- 
lightened, &c. 

But, Sir, ſuppoſe it otherwiſe, then the In- 
ſtance of Simon Magus will likewiſe retort Mr. 


Barclay's Argument againſt himſelf ; becauſe. 


Simon Magus erred from the Truth, after he had 


received the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; ſo 


that if they cannot err, who have received. the 


true Chriſtian Baptiſm, then it will follow, that 
the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt 1s not the true 


Chriſtian Baptiſm. 


I have, | think, in my ſecond Letter, an- 
ſwered his Objection, taken. out of St. Peter, | 


viz. That Baptiſm is not the putting away the 
Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good Con- 
ference, (I Pet. mi. 21.) as well as that, wherein 


he inſiſts on St. Paul's ſaying to the Corinthians, 
that he was /ent not to baptize, but to preach ; 
by ſhewing from many other parallel Places in 


Scripture, that theſe are to be underſtood in a 


comparative Senſe, as if the Word rather, was 


added to the Word but : For ſurely if the Word 


not was to be taken in its ſtrict and literal Senſe, 


St. Paul would hardly have ventured to baptize 


any at all; for then his baptizing any of the 


Corinthians would have been doing, what he 


was ſent not to do; that is, it would have been 


contradicting the Command of Chriſt, 


And as to his Objection, drawn from the 


Greek 
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Greek Expreſſion, where it is ſaid by our Savi. 
our in St. Matthew, Go, teach all Nations, hap. 
 trzing them eg m bib, that is, ſays he, zwto the 
Name, not in the Name: T muſt inform you, 
that the Expreſfions © of eis m buch, b TH oh. 
and i 76 c are all uſed in the Language of 
the Scripture, as Expreſſions of the ſame ſigni- 
ficancy. Thus Acts ii. 38. where it is ſaid, and 
Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the Name of Jeſus 3 
the Greet Expreſſion is, ni T@ ovepual: 3 
Adds xix. 5, where it is ſaid of the Diſciples: at 
Epheſus, that they were baptized in be Name of 
Feſus, there the Expreſſion is, ds . ,t and 
Acls v. 28, 40. where the Apoſtles are forbid- 
den to teach in the Name of Jeſus, there the Ex- 
preffion is, t 7% cet: and yet, Adds ix. 27, 
where St. Paul is laid to preach at Damaſcus, 
in the Name of FJeſus, there the Expreſſion is, 
& T6 bb. And as to what Mr. Barclay ſays, 
that the Word Name often ſignifies, in the 
Language of the Scripture, Virtue, or Power, 
J allow, it does; but then it would be mich 
more improper to ſay, ſuch an one was baptized 
into the Virtue, or Power, of Chriſt (as he would 
have it rendered) than to ſay, baptized in the 
Name of Chriſt. 

For though a Perſon may be baptized by the 
Virtue, Authority, or Power of another ; yet it is 
neither Engliſb, nor Senſe to ſay, that any one 
can be baptized into the Virtue, or Power, of 
another, but by giving him all the Power, which 


the firſt Perſon originally had; which, I be- 
believe, 


EE TT ER IV. 1 
lieve, few ®Puakers will aſſert of themſelves 0 
have received. 

But what ſets this in its true Light is the 
Opinion of St. Paul concerning this Expreſſion 
of eig 7 bοο¶; Which, it is plain, he undesd 
to ſignify, not the Vir tue or Power of ſuch an 


one, but barely the Name, as it is commonly 


underſtood to fignify ; for in 1 Cor. 1. 14. where 
he is finding fault with the Corinthians for di- 
viding themſelves into Factions, or Parties, un- 
der various Heads, or Names; one ſaith, 7 an 
of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and T 
of Chrift ; he then ſays to them, Is Chriſt di- 
vided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the Name of Paul? Where the 
original Words are, eig 7 brei, Which cannot 
_ poſſibly fignify. in this Place the Virtue, or Power, 
but the Name of Paul. Your Education at 
Weſtminſter School will enable you to take the 
Force of this Argument, which would be loſt on 
almoſt all the reſt of your Fraternity. 
And as to the Objection, taken out of the Ae 
of the Apoſtles, Adts viii. 16. xix. 5. where the 


Baptiſm of the Diſciples is mentioned, and it is 


not ſaid, that they were baptized in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, but only, that they were baptized in the 
Name of the Lord Feſus : This, Sir, I men- 
tioned in one of my former Letters, as arifing 
from the Brevity of the Hiſtory of the AFFs, in 
which St, Luke neither did, nor could, with 
Propriety, be very explicite in every particular. 


But what evidently ſhews, that _ Apoſtles 
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28 LETTER AV, | 
in the Form of Baptiſin, which they practiſed, 
did not only uſe the Name of the Lord Feſus, 
but alſo the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, is, that 
when Paul came to Epbeſus, Acts xix. 1, z. 
and found certain Diſciples, he ſaid unto them, 
| Haveyereceivedthe Holy Ghoſt, fince ye believed? 
And they ſaid unto him; we have not beard, 
whether: there be any Holy Ghoſt; and he ſaid 
unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized ? 
Which Queſtion would not have been ſo pro- 
per a one, if the Form of Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
then uſed, had only been in the Name of the 
Tord Jeſus, and not in the Name of he Holy 
Gboſt allo; and when Paul ſaid unto them, 
Jobn verily baptized with the Baptiſm of Re- 

pentance, ſaying unto the People, LY they ſhould 
believe on him, that is on Chriſt Feſus; when they 
beard this, they were baptized in the Name of the 
Lord Teſs, and when Paul had laid bis Hands 
upon them, the Holy G boſt came on them, and they 
ſhake with Tongues, and prophefied. From whence 
may be deduced theſe Obſervations: 

Fir/i, That this Baptiſm, practiſed by the 
Apoſtles, in the Name of Jeſus, was different 
from John's Baptiſm ; becauſe theſe Men had 
before received Johns Baptiſm, and yet the 
Apoſtle here rebaptizes them, _ 

Secondly, That this Baptiſm i in the Name of 
Feſus is a different Thing from the Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt; for theſe Men did not receive 
the Holy Ghoſt, when they were baptized; 
but by the Impoſition of the Apoſtle's Hands, 


after they were baptized. 
| But 
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But what puts this Affair out of all doubt is, 
that when Philip baptized the People of Sa- 
maria, Adds viii. 16. it is there poſitively ſaid, 
that they were baptized in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, though the Holy Gboſt had not yet fallen 
upon any of them; * that when the Apoſtles 
came and laid their Hands on them, they then 
received the Holy Ghoſt; which manifeſtly 
ſhews, that the Baptiſm in the Name of Jeſus 
may be conferred by Perſons, not impowered to 
confer the Holy Ghoſt, and of Conſequence, 
that the conferring of the Holy Ghoſt and the 
conferring of Baptiſm, are two very different 
Things; which is ſtill further confirmed by the 
Hiſtory of Cornelius, Acts x. 44. where it is 
poſitively ſaid, that the Holy Ghoſt fell on him 
and his Family, before Peter commanded them 
to be baptized in the Name of the Lord: So that 
it appears, that Baptiſm was ſometimes prece- 
dent to the conferring of the Holy Ghoſt, as in 
the Caſe of the Samaritans; and ſometimes ſub- 
ſequent to it, as in the Caſe of Cornelius. | 
Now Mr. Barclay acknowledges, that this 
Baptiſm, here commanded to be adminiſtred by 
Peter in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, was a 
Baptiſm with Water, Pag. 439. and, for the 
ſame Reaſon, he ought to allow that, conferred | 
on the Samaritans, Acls vin. 16. to be a Bap- 
tiſm of Water allo; and that conferred on the 
Diſciples at Epheſus, Acts xix. 1, &c. will have 
the ſame Reaſon to plead for it. Since they did 
not receive the Holy Ghoſt, till Paul laid his 


Hands on them, after they were baptized in the 
Name 
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Name of the Lord Feſus + And "ag the ſaine 
Reaſon, whenever there is mention made in the 
At of the: Apoſtles, that ſuch and ſuch were 
* baptized; as Afsii. 41. and ſuch, as gladly. 
heard the Word, were baptized, &c. there that 
| Baptiſm is to be underſtood of Mater. Baptiſin. 

Thus in the Caſe of the Samaritans already 


motacioncd; it is ſaid, As vii. 12. they were 


baptized; both Men and Women; and yet it is 
| afterwards expreſly ſaid, they were baptized in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, when, as yet, the 
Holy Ghoſt was fallen on none of them, ver. 16. 
ſo that That ee muſt fa be a Waters, 
Ae. 116 
I have ſhewed in one of y former Betti 
that the Baptiſm, which Paul ceived from the 
Hands of Ananias was a Water-Baptiſm ; and 
yet, AFs:ix. 18. it is there only faid, that he 
aroſe and was baptized; which Method of argu- 
ing will ſerve alſo for the reſt of the Places, 
where: ſuch; and ſuch Perſons are faid to > be 
| baptized, 
Mr. Barclay indeed ſays, that Peter's com- 
maniing them. to be baptized declares only a Mai- 
ter of Fact, not. of Right, and amountefh to nb 
more, than that Peter did at that Time, pro hic 
et nunc, command thoſe Perſons to be baptized 
with Water, which cannot be denied, Pag. 439. 
The Force of which Argument is this, that 
Peter might then, in Compliance with the 
Weakneſs of the eus, who were tenacious of 
their own Ceremonies, order thoſe Perſons at 
* Time to be 9 with Hater: As the 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles allowed the Fews to retain many of 
their, Fewiſh Ceremonies, for fear of making too 
great an Alteration at W 0 Al XX1, Ag 
21; &Cc. < FEE; 
To which I Fey that it 1s true; the Gan 
ſtles. did very much indulge the eus in the 
Continuance of their Moſaical Ceremonies; but 
then they did not oblige the Gentiles to conform 
thereto; on the contrary, whoever is verſed in 
the Scriptures will find, that one of the greateſt 
Difficulties, which St. Paul had to Woggzie 
againſt, was to preſerve the Gentiles from being 
over- perſuaded by the Jeus to comply with 
their Ceremonies: So that though St. Peter: 
might have baptized Jews on Account of! their 
great Fondneſs for Baptiſms, this is no Reaſon, 
why. he ſhould oblige Cornelius, who was a 
Gentile Convert, to comply therewith, if it was 
not a neceſſary Part of the Chriſtian Religion; 
but much leſs ſhould: it be a Reaſon for St. 
Pauls obliging the Diſciples, whom he met at 
Epbeſus to be baptized in the Name of Jeſas, 
before he conferred the Holy Ghoſt on them by 
the Impoſition of his Hands, Acts xix. 1, 6; or 
that, when he came to Corinth, he himſelf ſhould: 
baptize Criſpus, and Gaius, and the Houſhold of 
Stephanus, 1 Cor. i. 14, 16. and ſuffer the reſt 
of the believing Corinthians to be baptiaed by 
thoſe Perſons, who attended him, ſee AFs xvii. 8. 
Now, Sir, I deſire to know, what ſtronger 
Proof can poſſibly be given of the Intention of 
our Saviour, in that Precept mentioned Matth. 
xxviii. 19. Go ye, * all Natians, e 
 Fhem 
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them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son; 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, and lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the End of the World; I ſay, what 
ſtronger Proof can be given of the Meaning of 
the Word Baptiſm, here uſed, than the conſtant = 
ſubſequent Practice of the Apoſtles, whenever 
mention is made of the Method of making Diſ- 
ciples, or _— i into the Chriſtian 
Church? 
There is but one Baptiſm ſay the Scriptures 
and Mr. Barclay. We find, however, in the 
Scriptures three Species : of Baptiſms, plainly. 
mentioned. The Baptiſm, of Water by Fobn- 
to Repentance, ſaying unto the People, that they 
_ ſhould believe on him, which ſhould come after 
him, that is, on Chriſi Jeſus: The Baptiſm of 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt by Water 
nin the Name of the Lord Feſus: And the Bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and of Fire. 
But becauſe I would not deceive you in the 
leaſt; I will mention a fourth Baptiſm ; and that 
is the Baptiſm, uſed by our Saviour after the: 
Death of Fohn, and before his own Death. 
For it is particularly ſpecified, that our Saviour 
did not preach, till after the Impriſonment of 
Fobn. For after John was put in Priſon, ſays 
St. Mark, i. 14, 15. Jeſus came into Galilee 
preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, and 
ſaying, The Time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of 
God is at Hand; repent ye, and believe the Go- 
pel, (or good Tidings) : And it was into this Be- 
lief of the Kingdom of God's being at Hand, that 
Gy Were the ET which he made; 


ok 
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of whom St. ohn takes Notice, that when the 
Lord knew how the Phariſees had heard that 

eſus made and baptized more Diſciples than 
Jobn, (though Jeſus himſelf baptized not, but bis 
Oiſciples) be left Fudea, and departed again 
into Galilee, John iv. 1, 2, 3. 
Now the Queſtion is, ſince there can be but 
one true Chriſtian Baptiſm, which of theſe Four 

is the true one? That it cannot be the Baptiſm 
of Jobn, is plain; becauſe that was only into a 
Belief of Chrift, when he ſhould come. That 
it cannot be the Baptiſm, uſed: by Chriſt in his 
Life-time, is plain for the ſame Reaſon ; be- 
cauſe it was only into a Belief of the Kingdom 
of God's being at hand, which did not take 
Place till after his Reſurrection: 

So that now we come to the two principal 

Ones; that, which was practiſed by the Apo- 
ſtles, and other Diſciples of Chriſt by their Au- 
thority, with Water, in the Name of the Lord 
Teſus ; and that, which is called the Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt and of Fire. 
7 — I think, ſufficiently ſhewn, that this 
laſt cannot be the true Chriſtian Baptiſm for 
many Reaſons; but in particular, becauſe that 
the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, even according to 
Mr. Barclay, Pag. 423. is to continue to the 
End of the World: Whereas it appears from our 
on Experience, that the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt has not continued, but that it ceaſed with 
the ceafing of Miracles. | 

Beſides, Sir, it is manifeſt, that by the Com- 
mand of our Saviour, when He orders his Apo- 
D ſtles 
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tles to teach and baptize, that the Apoſtls were 
to do ſomething elſe, beſides teaching their Diſ- 
eiples; that is, they were moreover to baptize 
them: And I ei to be informed, what it is, 
that the 2yakers do, when they make Converts, 
beſide teaching ? Do they uſe any Form of Bap- 
tiſm, either with, or without Vater? Do cloven 
Tongues, like as of Fire, deſcend on the Heads 
of their Diſciples, by the Impoſition of their 
Hands ? If not, how do they baptize, even with 
that Baptiſm, which, Mr. Barclay fays, is the 
true Chriſtian Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and 
of Fire ? 
But, Sir, to bring this Affair to a Concluſion, 
Mr. Barclay allows, Pag. 432. that we ought nb! 
To go from the literal Si rgmfication of the Text, 
unleſs ſome urgent Neceſſity force us thereto: 
And herein I fincerely agree with him. Now, 
Sir, I defire to know, what is the ſiteral and true 
Meaning of the Word, Baptize? Is it not to 
dip in Water? And is not the Application of 
the Word, Baptiſin, to the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Appearance of Fire, only a Meta- 
= borrowed from its cleanfing Quality, as Mr. 
arclay himſelf allows? And fince we find, it 
was the conſtant Practice of the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Chriſtians to baptize with Water in 
the Name of the Lord Feſus, can there be poſ- 
fibly a ſtronger Proof, that this was he Baptiſm, 
which our Saviour inſtituted to be obſerved af- 
ter his Aſcenſion, and to be continued to the 
End of the World, in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt? 


And 


* ; 


Fr 35 
And now, Sir, having done with Mr. Bar- 
clay, I ſhall only add a Word, or two, between 
ourſelves; wherein JI ſhall endeavour to ſet be- 
fore you the true ſcriptural Notion of the Inſti- 
tution of Baptiſm, And firſt, I would not have 
you imagine, that we attribute any hidden Virtue, 
or Efficacy, to the Adminiſtration of this Form 
of Baptiſm; but only look upon it, as the out- 
ward and viſible Sign, or Seal of that Covenant, 
which our Saviour has been pleaſed to make 
with Mankind; wherein he has promiſed, on 
our. Performance of certain Conditions, to n 
us the Remiſſion of our Sins. 

The Part, which we are to per form, of this 
Covenant, isa Kind of Warfare; and, when we 
inliſt ourſelves in his Soldiery, he has command- 
ed us to be baptized, or initiated by the waſhing of 
Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. This is it, which 
is meant by "dr on Chriſt, For as many of 
you, as are baptized into Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle, 
to the Galatians, iii, 27. have put on Chriſt ; that 
is, all thoſe, who are baptized according to the 
Form by him preſcribed, have ſo far regularly 
put on Chriſt, have taken upon themſelves the 
Profeſſion of being his Servants and Soldiers 
unto their Lives End. 

The Inſtitutions of Forms oy Ceremoiiits 

are found to be of Uſe in common Life, to keep 
up in Men a due Senſe -of their Profeſſions. 
The Forms, which are uſed at the Admiſſion of 
Perſons into the ſeveral Ranks and Degrees of 
Honour, are purely appointed for this End, _ 
2 | have 
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have been practiſed by all Nations and in all 
Ages. The initiating Perſons into any Society, 
or Body of Men, whereby they are declared to 
be Members thereof, and permitted to enjoy the 
Privileges and Advantages of that Society, has 
been always attended with particular Forms and 
Ceremonies, to make the ſtronger Impreſſions 
on the Mind of their new Member, and thereby 
to engage him more effectually to act up to the 
Rules and Precepts of that Society, into which 
he is admitted. . 
Now, Sir, as it is in every other Society of 
Men, ſo likewiſe is it in the Chriſtian; if Men, 
after they are admitted, do not keep up and con- 
form to the Rules of that Society, into which 
they are admitted, they loſe the Benefit of their 
Admiſſion. So allo is it with us, if, after we 
have entered into a Newneſs of Life, we return 
to our old Courſes; if, after we have r:/en with 
Chriſt, we become again dead in Sin; if, after 
we have put on Chriſt, we ſhould put him off 
again; we loſe all the Benefit of our Admiſſion, 
or the Claim to that Remiſſion of Sins, which 
y our Baptiſm we were entitled to, 
Hence it is, that, both in the Old and New 
_ Teſtament, our ſincere Compliance with the 
immutable Obligations of Piety and Virtue is 
infinitely more ſtrongly recommended, than our 
ſtricteſt Obſervance of thoſe, which are called 
PHPoſitive Inſtitutions; and not only fo, but our 
Obſervance of poſitive Inſtitutions, if it is not 
ſupported by the Practice of Morality, is, both in 
the Old and New Teſtament, declared to be an 
2 Abomi- 
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Abomi nation to the Lord. Thus the Prophet 
1/aiah plainly tells the Fews, that he that killetb. 
an Ox, is, as be that ſlayeth a Man; be that 
facrificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a Dog's 
Neck ; be that offereth an Oblation, as if be of 
fered Swine's Blood ; be that burneth Incenſe, as 
_ if he bleſſed an Idol: And what is the Reaſon 
of all this? Why, fays the Prophet Jſaiab, Ixvi. 

. becauſe they have choſen their own Ways, 
that i is, Ways of Iniquity and Wickedneſs, and 
their Soul delighteth in their Abominations, 
Nor does the Holy Spirit of God expreſs a leſs 
Contempt for the pofizrve Inſtitution of Chriſti- 
anity, when ſeparated from moral Goodneſs, 
For thus St. James, ii. 17. tells us even of our 
Faith, that without Works it is dead; and St, 
Peter, 2 Pet. ii. 22. compares Baptiſm, when 
ſeparated from Purity of Life, to the waſhing of 
a Swine; and our receiving the Lord's Supper 
without Charity and Devotion is, by St. Paul, 
ſtyled coming together to our n | 
1 Cor. xi. 34. 

But, Sir, we are at the ſame Time to con- 
ſider, that, although the moral Duties of Reli- 
gion make up the main and principal Parts of 
it; yet the poſitive Inſtitutions, which are added 
thereunto, are by no Means to be neglected. 

What our Saviour ſaid to the Fews about the 
Payment of Hebes, is applicable to all the Inſti- 
tutions of revealed Religon. Wo unto you, 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites! jor ye pay 

Tythe of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, and bave 
enutted the weigbtier Matters of the Law, 
D 3 | Fudg- 
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Judgment, Mercy, and Faith; theſe ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave tbe other undone. 
For if we conſider poſiti ve Inſtitutions, only as 
Means of enforcing moral Duties, ſure whoever 
has a Mind to arrive at the End, ought always 
to take Care to make uſe of the Means. 

If Map was ſo complete and perfect a Being, 
as never to err from his Duty ; there would be 
no need of Inſtitutions: But ſince we find by too 


fatal Experience, how liable we are to Deception 


and Error; Prudence ought to teach us not to 
rely too much upon our own Strength, but to 
make uſe of all the Helps and Aſſiſtances, 
which can poſſibly be found out to conduct us 
in the Road of Truth. For if we conſider In- 
ſtitutions, only as Scaffolding to the Building of 
Religion, yet when we reflect, how groveling 


and reptile a Creature Man is, we ought not to 


deſpiſe any human Invention, that will help to 

raiſe us from the Ground ; but much leſs any 

Appointments, that, we have rational Grounds 

to believe, proceed from the D:&ates of our Al- 
mighty and infinitely wiſe Creator. 

I have ſwelled this Letter greatly tern the 
Bounds I, at firſt, propoſed; but have finiſhed 
it without taking Time to wait for the Return 
of the Copy of my ſccond Letter; which you 
promiſed to ſend me, and which I kept no Copy 
of for myſelf: Not that the Subject does not 


require the moſt mature Deliberation, but that, 
I think, there is no Difficulty in it. I beſcech 


the Almighty to direct you in the Way of Truth, 


and that he will grant you the Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy 
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Holy Spirit to enlighten your Mind, and cone 
duct you to a proper Obedience of the Com. 


mands of our Lord and Saviour Jefus wah 
who am, 


8 I R, 
3 Tour mo eleflont : 
Monday, March 12, 1738-9. humble Servant, 
Ros, CoR K E. 


LE LT T 


Ay Lo RD. 

HAVE the Honour of yours March 12. The 

Reaſon J referred your Lordſhip to Mr. Barclay 
was, that I think he hath deſcribed the Nature and 
Effects of the true Chriſtian Baptiſm as conciſely and 
fully as poſſible, and, therefore, it were needleſs for 
me to attempt it after him. 

Lou are pleaſed to ſay, Mr. Barclay depends 00 
much on his own imaginary Diſtinftion, &c. I appre- 
hend, my Lord, that his Diſtinction is grounded on 
plain and evident Scripture, as appears by his three 
Paſſages quoted by your Lordſhip; in one of which 
I obſerve this Diſtinction is made by our Bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf, and, therefore, Mr. Barclay had 
very good Reaſon to inſiſt on it. Next your Lord- 

ſhip.is pleaſed to make a Diſtinction, ver. 9. that the 
Baptiſm of Jobn was a Baptiſm by Water unto Re- 
4 pPentance, 
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pentance z that Cbriſt's too is a Baptiſm by Water 


unto Repentance, the firſt into the Belief of Chriſt ta 
come, the laſt into the Belief of the Meſſiah as come; 
therefore, your Lordſhip ſays, the Perſons to be 
baptized with it, are by Chris expreſs Directions 
baptized in the Name, &c. But as this whole Argu- . 
ment to make it of any Force mult take for granted 
the very Queſtion in diſpute, viz, that our Lord 
in his Precept, Matth. xxviii. 19. commands Wa- 

ter-Baptiſm, i it needeth not any other Anſwer. Fur- 


ther, you are pleaſed to ſay, this is the Reaſon, why 


thoſe, who were baptized, with the Baptiſm of Jobs, 
were rebaptized by St. Pau! with the Baptiſm of 


Chriſt, As xix. 5. which is moſt certainly true; 


but that Paul baptized them with Water remains to 
be proved. Now we come to what your Lordſhip 
very juſtly calls the Real Queſtion, viz. What is the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt ? and wherein does it conſiſt ? 
You mention three Paſſages in Scripture quoted by 
R. Barclay to ſupport his Opinion, that it was the 
Spirit; and in order to diſcover whether thoſe three 
Texts, quoted by Barclay, will ſupport that Opinion, 


you think proper to compare them with our Sa- 


viour's Command, Marth. xxviii. 19. and what is 
the Reſult of this Compariſon ? Why, it appears, on 
one ſide, that our Lord commanded his Diſciples to 
baptize all Nations, and tells them that Baptiſm 
ſhould continue to the End of the World, but does 
not ſpecify what that Baptiſm is ; on the other ſide 
it appears, that our Saviour promiſed his Diſciples, 
they ſhould be baptized with the Holy Spirit, and 
in Conſequence of that Promiſe did actually baptize 
them with the 9 of the Holy Spirit; from all 


6 which 
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which, I think, it follows, that the Baptiſm of the | 
Holy Spirit is the Baptiſm of Cbriſt. | 

Your Lordſhip next argues, that the Baptiſin 
mentioned in the three Texts quoted by Mr. Bar- 
clay, ** alluded entirely to the miraculous and viſible 
*« Manifeſtation of the Holy Ghoſt, which deſcend- 
ce ed on the Apoſtles and Diſciples on the Day of 
« Pentecoſt,” which viſible Manifeftation was ge- 
nerally, if not always, attended with the ſpeaking 
of Tongues, and was conferred on the Apoſtles and 
ſome of the Primitive Chriſtians for about 2 or 300 
Years only. I apprehend with due Submiſſion, my 
Lord, that thoſe three Texts abovementioned do not 
allude entirely to the miraculous and viſible Mani- 
feſtation, &c. For our Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, 
Ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Gbaſt not mam 
Days hence, Acts i. 4, 5. and St. Peter, when he re- 
lates to the Fewiſh Diſciples, how the Holy Ghoſt 
tell on Cornelius and his Family, has this Reflexion, 
Then remembered I the Word of the Lord, bow be 
ſaid, Jobn baptized with Water; but ye ſball be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts xi. 16. From which 
I would infer firſt that the Holy Spirit is the Eſſence 
of the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, whatever Form or 
Manner God ſhall pleaſe to appoint it, whether 
Deſcenſion or Infuſion. The firſt of theſe was 
thought neceſſary by the Divine Wiſdom on the Day 
of Pentecoſt towards eſtabliſhing a new Religion; 
therefore it pleaſed God to appoint a Form or Man- 
ner ſo miraculous and aſtoniſhing as ſtruck the Mul- 
titude with ſuch Awe and Reverence, that they could 
not poſſibly refuſe their Aſſent; and conſequently 
when this Religion was well eſtabliſned, and the 

greateſt 
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greateſt Powers on Earth embraced it, then this mi- 
Taculous Manner of the Appearance of the Holy 
Spirit vaniſhed; but the faithful Followers of Fe/#s 
do, or may Experience it in ſuch a Manner as ſhall 
\ beſt pleaſe him the Divine Author, and enjoy the 
bleſſed Fruits and Effects of it to this Day, and for 
ever, according to the Promiſe made by himſelf, 
which cannot fail, Aud lo I am with you alway even 
unto the End of the World. Secondly, 3 Lord 
in his Promiſe to his Diſciples, 4s i. 3. does not 
once mention a Baptiſm of Water, which — ſhould 

be baptized with; much leſs, that they ſhould bap- 
tie others with it; both which he ſurely would have 
done, had he deſigned Water-Baptiſm in that Com- 
mand, Math. xxviii. 19. and that it ſhould conti- 
nue to the End of the World: On the contrary, he 
poſitively declares to his Followers, that they ſhall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit ; which Declaration 
abundantly explains his Intention in that Command. 
This Paſſage hath the more Weight with me, be- 
cauſe our Bleſſed Saviour here plainly diſtinguiſheth 
between the Baptiſm of Fob», which he tells us was 
Water, and that Baptiſm which his Followers were 
to be baptized with, which he tells us was the Holy 
Spirit. I ſay, I think it much ſafer to rely on the 
Words of our Bleſſed Lord, who here expounds his 
own Meaning himſelf, than to rely on the fallible 
Conjectures of Men who expound it for him. The 
only Argument, I think, of any Force to prove the 
above cited Precept commands Water-Baptiſm, is 
the conſtant, ſubſequent Practice of the Apoſtles, as 
it is called, and that ſhall be conſidered by and by in 


its due Place. From what has been already ſaid, 
I think 
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I think the n Argument may be ned. 
vix. 

That there is but one true C hriſtian Buptiſan,. 

which is, likewiſe, that Baptiſm commanded, Matth.' 


xXviii. 19. and that it is to cpntinue to the End of 
the World. 


That this one true Chriſtian Baptiſm muſt be. 


that, which Chrif# promiſed to his Followers, and 


which, in Conſequence of that Promiſe, he did actu- 


ally baptize them with. 


Therefore the Baptiſm of the Holy Spirit i is this 


one true Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
As to the Dilemma of R. Barclay, which your 


Lordſhip retorts by another Dilemma, viz. 
The true Chriſtian Baptiſm is either the Baptiſm 
of Water, or the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt above- 
mentioned ; but it is not the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt abovementioned ; therefore it is the Baptiſm 
of Water. 


I muſt beg Leave to deny the minor Propoſition 


of your Lordſhip's Dilemma for the Reaſons above, 
as well as others; till that is proved, the Retortion is 


not good. 


What follows in your Letter is, that perhaps it 


has not occurred to me any more than it ſeems to 
have done to Mr. Barclay, that there is a wide Dif- 
ference betwixt the outward and viſible Manifeſtation 
of the Spirit, and the inward Sanctification of the 
Holy Spirit af God. I think the Difference betwixt 
theſe is eaſily diſcerned, and amounts only to this. 
The firſt was a miraculous Deſcenſion of the Holy 
Spirit outwardly appearing; the laſt a Divine In- 


fuſion of the ſame Spirit inwardly felt, each of them 
” Man- 
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a Manner of Chriſt's Baptiſm, which the Divine Au- 
thor hath made uſe of according to his good Plea- 
ſure, both operating by different, Means to the ſame 
End, i. e. Sanctification, or making Men holy. 

The firſt made uſe of (ſuch was the Will of God) 
only in the Infancy of Chriſtianity ; the latter, ac- 
_ cording to our Saviour's Promiſe, to continue to the 

End of the World, and, therefore, frequently felt 
and experienced by many of the beſt, as well as 
greateſt, Men that have lived in the World. 

The next Text your Lordſhip quotes, 1 Cor. xii. 
4. is, I think, rather a help than otherwiſe to Mr. 
Barclays Doctrine. The Apoſtle, throughout the 
whole Chapter, is ſhewing the Difference betwixt 
ſpiritual Gifts, and that they all profit; which 
ſhews the Neceſſity of the Spirit's manifeſting him- 
ſelf to Mankind ſome way or other. And what your 
Lordſhip hath not quoted in the ſame Chapter, 
ver. 3. puts this in a ſtronger Light: No Man can 
ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, ſaith 
the Apoſtle Paul; then ſurely no Man can be a 
Chriſtian without the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; and 
farther, ibid. Chap. ver. 13. For by one Spirit we 
are all baptized into one Body, &c. As to the Inſtance 
of Simon (called Magus) I cannot ſee how that makes 
any thing againſt Mr. Barclay. It is true, Simon 
received the outward and viſible Manifeſtation of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and your Lordſhip believes, were 
Barclay alive, he would hardly affirm, that he (Simon) 
was thereby made Partaker of the inward Renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Whether Simon was, or was 
not, by the outward Manifeſtation, made Partaker of 


the inward Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 cannot 
ſee 
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ſee how Mr. Barclay is concerned in it; but taking 
it (though there is no Neceſſity) for granted, and 
ſuppoſe it was affirmed, that Simon was made Par- 
taker of the inward Renewing of the, Holy Ghoſt, 
the following Words, unto Salvation, are contin- 
gent, not neceſſary, i. e. this inward: renewing is to 
Salvation, if the Perſon who hath received it per- 


ſevereth in the Truth, not otherwiſe; ſo that Simon 


might have received it, and perhaps did, but if he 
did, he rendered the Holy Efficacy and Virtue there- 
of uſeleſs by his Apoſtaſy. | 

Your Lordſhip. is pleaſed next to N that if Mr. 
Barclays Argument againſt the Fruits and Effects 
of Water-Baptiſm, collected from Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
Gal. iii. 27. and Col. ii. 12. has any Force in it, it 
is this, that they, who have once received the true 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, can never afterwards err from the 
Truth; but they, who have received Water. Bap- 
tiſm, do frequently err, &c. therefore Water-Bap- 
tiſm is not the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, I think, my 
Lord, that Mr. Barclay's Argument means nothing 
leſs than this, and yet hath a very conſiderable Force 
in it. For he collects very truly from Scripture, 
that the Effects of the true Chriſtian Baptiſm are a 
walking in Newneſs of Life, riſing with Chriſt, and 
putting on Chriſt; and left any ſhould attribute theſe 
Effects to Water-Baptiſm he plainly ſheweth from 
Scripture, that Water-Baptiſm cannot produce 
them, as appears by the following Argument, Apol. 
p. 422. if Baptiſm with Water were the one Bap- 


tiſm, that is the Baptiſm of Cbriſt, as many as had 


been baptized with Water, would have put on Chrift, 
But the laſt is falſe, therefore alſo the firſt, 
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This Argument is grounded on the Authority of 
the Apoſtle: Paul, who tells the Corinthians, that as 
many of them as had been baptized into Chrift had 
put on Chriſt. It appears from the ſame Authority 
too, that many of thoſe Converts, who had received 
Water Baptiſm, had never put on Chrift; then ſure 
it is ſafe, as well as eaſy, to conclude, as R. Barclay 
does, that Water-Baptiſm is none of Chriſt's. But 
is it poſſible to collect from the foregoing Reaſoning 
the Argument above cited from your Lordſhip's 
Letter, which you have been pleaſed to take the 
Pains to refute? and, I hope, will forgive me, if J 
day it will require much more Pains to prove that 
Argument in the leaſt deducible from R. nn. 5 
Doctrine. 

Your Lordſhip thinks R. due 5 Objection, 
1 Pet. iii. 21. anſwered in your ſecond Letter; but 
that Anſwer occurred to Mr. Barclay, and, I think, 
he has made a full Reply to it. But your Lordſhip 
has added ſomething new, which is, that where St. 
Paul ſays, He was ſent not to baptize, if we take 
the Word not in its ſtrict and literal Senſe, then his 
baptizing any of the Corinthians would have been 
contradicting the Command of Chriſt, The Words 
in the Onitinal are, Ov yas antsant we Keasos foanlicar, 
which are tranſlated, For Chriſt ſent me not to bap- 
Zize, and might as well be tranſlated, For Chrift did 
not ſend me to baptize, which your Lordſhip well 
knows is the true Meaning of them : Therefore if 
the Word not be taken in the moſt ſtrict and literal 
Senſe poſlible, the utmoſt Conſequence will be only 
this, ver. g. that Chriſt gave St. Paul no Commiſſion 


to 


NETTE 47 
to baptize with Water, which is che very Thing con- 
tended for by Barclay and the Quaterm. 
As to the Sameneſs of the Meaning 6F/the Ex- 
preſſions, eig TO dveεν,,t and er or bo 15 duet, if it 
were granted, that they were Expreſſi ons of the ſame 
Signifitancy, it does not in the leaſt help to prove; 
that the Precept, in Matib. xxvili. 19. commands 
Water-Baptiſm, which is the whole Matter in Que- 
ſtion ; and R. Barclay gives a very good Reaſon, 
why eig T0 e, in the above cited Command, 
Matth. xxviii. 19. means into the Name, i. e. Power 
or Virtue, by the Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 
who baptizing afterwards by Virtue of that Com- 
miſſion, ſays, that as many of them as were bap- 
tized into Chriſt, had put on Chrift, which is no ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of Water-Baptiſm, or any Form 
of Words joined to it, as has been before proved. 
But I admire to hear from your Lordſhip, that it 
is neither Senſe nor Engliſb to ſay; that one can be 
baptized into the Virtue or Power of another, with- 
out giving him all the Power, which the firft Per- 
fon originally had, which you beheve few of _ 
9rakers will aſſert of themſelves to have received. 

I believe, my Lord, the 2yakers are more in theit 
Senſes, than to aſſert any ſuch Thing; and I am 
afraid it will follow by the like Reaſon, that one 
Perſon cannot put on another, without putting on 
the ſame Degree of Virtue and Holineſs, which the 
firſt Perſon originally had; which the Apoſtle Paul 
could never mean, when he tells ſome of the Corin- 
thians, that they had put on Chriſt, but that they had 
put on ſuch a Degree, or ſo much of that Virtue and 
Holineſs, as the Infirmity of human Nature would 

bear; 
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bear; and this is all the Quakers mean, when they 
talk of being baptized into Chriſt's Power or Virtue, 

We next come to the Objection of R. Barclay, 
ken from Acis viii. 16. and xix. 5. and xi. 41. 


likewiſe A#s viii. 12, 13, 38. and ix. 18. and x. 48, 


and xv. 5. ver. 9. that the Form of Baptiſm, now 
thought ſo neceſſary, was never practiſed by the Apo- 


ſtles, when they baptized with Water; which Form 


they certainly would have practiſed, had they bap- 
tized with Water by Virtue of the Commiſſion, 
Matth. xxviii. 19. What your Lordſhip is pleaſed 

to reply to this, viz. that it aroſe from the Brevity 
of the Hiſtory of the Als, in which St. Lake neither 
did nor could with Propriety be ſo explicite in every 
Particular, I conceive not to be a ſufficient Anſwer, 
for this Reaſon, that it could have done but ſmall 
Injury to the Brevity of his Hiſtory, if -St. Luke 
had wrote the Words in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Gbaſt, inſtead of the 


Words in the Name of the Lord Jeſus; and he, 


who wrote by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
could never have omitted ſo neceſſary a Part of Bap- 
tiſm, had the Apoltles baprized by Virtue of the 
Commiſſion, Matth. xxviii. 19. Therefore it is much 


ſafer to conclude, that they did it not by Virtue of 


that Commiſſion, or they muſt certainly have uſed 
the Form preſcribed by it, which Form they never 
appear to have practiſed. As to the Queſtion of 
the Apoſtle Paul to the Diſciples, As xix. 1, 3. 1 
think, if duly conſidered, it plainly proves, chat the 
Baptiſm of Water, uſed by the Diſciples of Chrift, 
was the Baptiſm of John ; for I would beg Leave to 


aſk, by whom were theſe Diſciples at Epheſus bap- 
tized 


tized unto Jobn's Baptiſm ? Not by either Fohbn 


himſelf, or his Diſciples, for I ſuppoſe they never 
came. to Epheſus ; then it follows, that they were 
baptized unto John's Baptiſm by the Apoſtles or 


Diſciples of Chriſt, and conſequently, that the Wa- 


ter-Baptiſm practiſed by the Apoſtles was not dif» 
ferent, but one and the ſame with John's Baptiſm. 
Your Lordſhip ſays afterwards, that Mr. Barclay 
acknowledges the Baptiſm uſed by Peter was a Bap- 
tiſm with Water, and that Barclay ought to allow, 
that the Baptiſm conferred on the Diſciples at E- 
pbheſus has the ſame Reaſon to plead for it. Indeed, 
my Lord, I think it has not; becauſe in the former, 
Water is expreſly mentioned; in the latter, it is not; 
nor can it be implied, unleſs the Diſciples of Chriſt 
made uſe of two Baptiſms with Water, the one 
Chriſt's, and the other John's, which, I ſuppoſe, will 
hardly be affirmed : For which Reaſons, and the 
Silence of the Text concerning Water in Paul's 


baptizing at Epheſus, I think it ſafeſt to conclude, 
that that was not a Baptiſm with Water. That 


Baptiſm in the Name of Jeſus may be conferred by 


thoſe, who have no Power to confer the Holy Ghoſt, 
I readily believe, becauſe we fee it almoſt daily 5 


practiſed by thoſe who, your Lordſhip will allow, 
have no ſuch Power, and what they never received, 
they cannot give. 

Your Lordſhip comes next to Mr. Barclay's 
Notice of Peter's commanding Cornelius and his 
Houſhold to be baptized ; to which you are pleaſed 
to anſwer, ** That the Apoſtles did very much in- 
<« dulge the Jews in the Continuance of their Mo- 
« /aical Ceremonies. But then they did not oblige 
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<< the Gentiles to conform thereto. So that though 
© Peter might have baptized Jets on Account of 
e their great Fondneſs for Baptiſms, this is no Rea- 
<« ſon why he ſhould oblige Cornelius, a Gentile Con- 
« vert, to comply therewith, if it was not a neceſſary 
<« Part of the Chriſtian Religion.” 

Which Anſwer, my Lord, Mr. Barclay has in the 
fame Place anticipated, and I admire your Lordſhip 
chanced to overlook it. He there ſhews that the 
| ſame Apoſtle Peter did oblige the Gentiles to conform 
to the Moſaical Ceremonies. For (lays Barclay) he 
conſtrained the Gentiles (which is more than com- 
manding them) in general to be circumciſed, and 
obſerve the Law. 

Therefore if your Lordſhip's Argument from the 
Obligation laid by Peter on his Gentile Convert, Cor- 
nelius, is of any Force, it will prove that Circum- 
ciſion is a neceſſary Part of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Neither doth what follows ſhew Water- Baptiſm 
to be a neceſſary Part of the Chriftian Religion, but 
rather the contrary ; for St. Paul only baptized three 
Houſes of Chriſtian Converts at Corinth, and, as I 
obſerved in my former Letter, he who was inferior 
to none of the Apoſtles, and who doubtleſs con- 
verted Thouſands, would not have baptized ſo few, 
had he thought it a neceſſary Part of the Chriftian 
Religion. But your Lordſhip ſays, though he did 
not baptize them himſelf, he commanded others 
who did it. However, I ſuppoſe I am not to take 
this for granted, till it is proved from Scripture, 
which I have not yet ſeen; for. the Text, quoted 
here by your Lordſhip, only ſays, that many of the 


Corinthians hearing believed and were baptized. It 
| does 
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does not ſay, as many as believed were baptized, 


which might, indeed, have amounted to ſome Proof. 


Your Lordſhip deſires to know, What ſtronger 


<< Proof can poſſibly be given of our Saviour's In- 


< tention in this Precept, Matth. xxvili. 19. than 


* the conſtant ſubſequent Practice of the Apoſtles.” 

That it was not the conſtant Practice of the Apo- 
ſtles is already ſhewn by the Example of the Apoſtle 
Paul, who neither baptized all the Believers him- 
ſelf, nor doth it appear from Scripture, that he com- 
manded others to do it. The ſtrongeſt Proof then 


of our Lord's Intention is where he explains it him- 


{elf, and declares to his Followers what his Baptiſm 
is, vix. that of the Holy Ghoſt, which plain Decla- 
ration of his is beyond all the Conjectures in the 
World. Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay further, 
e That you have ſufficiently ſhewn the Baptiſm of 
<« the Holy Ghoſt cannot be the true Chriſtian Bap- 
e tiſm for many Reaſons, but in particular becauſe 
* the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, even according to 
« Mr. Barclay, is to continue to the End of the 
« World; whereas it appears from our own Ex- 
<« perience, that the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt has 
& not continued; and in another Place, that this 
<« Kind of Baptiſm is no longer to be had.” I beg 
leave to aſk, How has your Lordſhip ſhewed this ? 
It muſt be either by proving that the Precept, 
Mattb. xxviii. 19. (which we all allow commandeth 
the true Chriſtian Baptiſm) commands Water-Bap- 
tiſm, or not at all. Now the only Medium brought 
to prove this by, is what you are pleaſed to call the 
conſtant ſubſequent Practice of the Apoſtles, which, 


I think, is ſufficiently anſwered above, by ſhewing 
E 2 that 
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that it appeareth from Scripture, ſuch ſubſequent | 
Practice was not conſtant. : 

As to the particular Reaſon I anſwer, that there 
are Hundreds of ſober, good Chriſtians now living, 
who can teſtify from their own Experience, that the 
Baptiſm of the Spirit is ſtill to be had; but leſt 
they ſhould not find Credit with your Lordſhip, 
ſome of the moſt pious and learned of the Fathers, 
as Auguſtine, Tertullian, Chryſoſtom, Clemens Alexandri- 
nus, and others, as well as thoſe eminent for Parts and 
Piety in latter Times, amongſt whom was the truly 
pious and learned Archbiſhop of Cambray, do all 
teſtify their Experience of the inward Operation of 
the Holy Spirit, which will (if duly attended to) by 
its Divine Power and Efficacy baptize Mankind into 
Chrij”s Death, enable them to put on CHriſt, and riſe 
with him in Newneſs of Life; and a Cloud of il- 
luſtrious Witneſſes, both Ancient and Modern, might 
be brought to join theſe. Now, I beſeech you, my 
Lord, to whoſe Experience are we to truſt? To the 
Experience of thoſe, who declare they have witneſſed 
the Power of this Divine Gift within themſelves; or 
of thoſe, who tell us, they find by Experience it is 
now ceaſed, and no longer to be had. The firſt 
tell us affirmatively what they have felt; the laſt 
negatively what they have not felt. But if theſe 


ſhould conclude, that what they have not expe- 


rienced, no Man elſe can, I think they may with as 

ng Reaſon affirm, that becauſe they have no Feel- 
g/ therefore Feeling is not. 

3 Lordſhip, laſtly, with reſpect to Barclay's 

Doctrine, obſerves, « That it is manifeſt from our 


„ Saviour's 
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« Saviour's Command, that the Apoſtles were to 
«« baptize as well as teach: And you delire to be 
informed what the Quakers do when they make 
* Converts, beſides teaching? Do they uſe any 
«© Form of Baptiſm, &c ? Do cloven Tongues as of 
Fire deſcend, Sc. by Impoſition of their Hands? 
If not, how do they baptize even with that which, 
« Mr. Barclay ſays, is the true Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt and Fire?” I anſwer, this is partly an- 
ſwered already in the foregoing, where it is ſhewed, 
that KR. Barclay does not confine the Baptiſm of the 
Spirit to that particular Form or Manner which 
God was pleaſed to make uſe of on the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt. And further, that I apprehend R. Barclay 5 
Senſe of this Baptiſm to be as follows, viz. that 
it is the Work of God by God, of the Father by 
the Son, and of the Son by the Spirit, and ſometimes 
of the Spirit mediately or inſtrumentally by Men 
fitted of God for that purpoſe, who having received 
Power from him, may not only convince the Un- 
derſtanding, which is teaching, but likewiſe may 
effectually reach to and ſubdue the Hearts of Men, 
in ſuch a Manner, as may turn them from evil to 
good, from the Power of Satan to the Power of 
Chriſt, which is ſomething more, than teaching, and 
may not unfitly be termed a Baptizing with the Spirit 
performed by Man, as the Inſtrument with the 
Concurrence of the Grace of God. Thus, as it 
is not immediately the Work of Man, but the 
Work of God on the Heart of Man; it is limited 
to no Time, to no Place, but may at the Divine 
Pleaſure be performed at all Times and in all Places; 


in a Deſert as well as in a Church. 
E 2 Your 
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'Your Lordſhip having done with Mr. Barclay, is 
pleaſed to ſay, you will ſet before me the true ſcrip- 
tural Notjon of the Inſtitution of- Baptiſm. My 


Lord, I muſt beg Leave to take the true ſcriptural 


Notion of Baptiſm from the Scripture itſelf, where 
I can by no Means find that either our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, or his Apoſtles, did look upon it as the out- 
ward and viſible Sign or Seal of that Covenant 
which our Saviour has been pleaſed to make with 
Mankind. And your Lordſhip explains that ſay- 
ing of the Apoſtle Paul, As many of you. as have 
been baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, in this 
manner, that all thoſe, who have been baptized with 


Water in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, have ſo far regularly put on 


Chriſt, have taken upon themſelves the Profeſſion of 


being his Servants and Soldiers to their Lives End. 


If this be really the Caſe, I doubt the poor Quakers 


take a great deal of Pains to very little Purpoſe ; 


for they imagine that Chriſt is not ſo eaſily put on, 
but that the Work of Regeneration is a Warfare in- 
deed ; a real and painful Conflict between the Sin, 


Which ſo eaſily beſets us; and the Grace of God, 


which readily aſſiſts us; and, if we are obedient _ 
thereunto, will and muſt prevail to the over-coming 
both Sin and Satan. But how can Infants be ſaid 
to put on Chriſt by means of Water-Baptiſm, even in 
your Lordſhip's Senſe of it? They are incapable of 
knowing what is doing for them ; and, I ſuppoſe, 
it will hardly be ſaid, that the Godfather and God- 
mother can put oa Chrift in the Infant's ſtead, or be 
his Sureties that he ſhall not fail to do it, when he 

comes 
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comes to a proper Age. And that this is no ne- 
ceſſary Effect of Water-Baptiſm even in adult Per- 
ſons has been largely ſhewed before. As to what 
follows concerning poſitive Inſtitutions, Ithink every 
Chriſtian ought to ſubmit to thoſe appointed by the 
Bleſſed Author of our Religion, which conſiſt of a 
few very plain, though moſt important, Precepts ; 
but that any Chriſtian has a Liberty to refuſe thoſe 
poſitive - Inſtitutions, which do not appear from 
Scripture to be of Chriſt's Appointment, but are the 
Invention of Men only ; and of this which fo nearly 
concerns him, every Chriſtian who can read or hear 
zhe Scripture hath a Right to judge for himſelf. 

But your Lordſhip ſays, Mankind is ſo grovel- 
<« ing and reptile a Creature, he ought not to de- 
<« ſpiſe any human Invention that will raiſe him 
from the Ground.“ I am ſorry to be obliged to 
differ fo often from your Lordſhip. But I think if 
Mankind is really ſuch a Creature, he ought for 
that very Reaſon more eſpecially to deſpiſe any hu- 
man Invention in Matters of Religion. For it is 
very unlikely he ſhould be raiſed from this deſpica- 
ble State by the Invention or Contrivance of a mi- 
ſerable Reptile like himſelf ; and how elſe can it be 
performed, but by the Divine Aſſiſtance; through 
whoſe ſecret Influence and operative Virtue a new 
Birth may be perfected, Mankind become a new 
Creature, and gain a Knowledge, which no human 
Science can give him, though it is far more worth 
than all human Science, how-to worſhip his God 
in the moſt acceptable Manner even in Spirit, and in 
Truth. {8 
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T have nothing more to add to this tedious Let. 
ter, but that I am, with the moſt protgand Reſpect, 


My, Lord, 
2 gur obedient and 
f oblived bumble Servant, 
Moy 11, 1739. . * 
Watt W. PENN. 
My Lox p, 


THE Time] have taken to anſwer your Lord-. 


ſhip's, I hope you will not impute to any neglect 
in me; for the Truth is, I was taken up all the 


Time of the Aſſize, and moſtiy ſince with Buſineſs 
to me of great Conſequence z beſides, that the Sub- 
ject itſelf required the utmoſt Conſideration. All 


this, I hope, will ſufficiently plead my excule. I am, 


My LoR p, 
Your obedient and 
obliged bumble Servant, 


W. PENN. 


Ml 
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. | Ballynaſpig, May 19, 1739. 
ASSURE you, that I did not think you 


did'any thing that was wrong, in referring 
me 
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me to Mr. Barclay: For he is a very able Wri- 
ter, and I have not yet met his Arguments put 
in a ſtronger Light, than he puts them himſelf. 
Nor do I think you wrong, in having taken 
Time to conſider the Subject in Debate between 


us; it is a Matter of very great Moment, and, 
therefore, I am far from thinking it imprudent 
in you to take ſufficient Time, either for your 
own Deliberation, or the Conſultation of Friends. 
As to the Letter, which I wrote to you laſt 
you take Notice, that! find fault with Mr. Bar 
clay for depending too much on his own ima- 
ginary Diſtinction, Cc. I own, I do think, that 
Mr. Barclay does not argue fairly upon that 
Head; becauſe he makes no other Diſtinction 
between the Baptiſm of John, and the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt; but that one is a Baptiſm with Wa- 
ter, and the other the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Whereas i it is manifeſt, that after Chriſt was 
come, as our Meſſiah, and had entered upon the 
Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom; which he did at his 
Aſcenſion, when all Power was given unto 
him, both in Heaven and Earth ; that Baptiſm, 
then conferred upon the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
could not have been a Baptiſm into a Belief of 
Chrift, to come, which John's Baptiſm was, but 
into a Belief of Chriſt, as come; and, therefore, 
if John had been alive after the Aſcenſion of 
Chri/t, he muſt have altered the Form of his 
own Baptiſm. And this is the Reaſon, why our 
Saviour Chriſt, though, when he was alive upon 
Earth, he went about preaching and ſaying, 
Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; 
yet, 
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yet, after his Aſcenſion, ordered his Apoſtles 
to go into all Nations, teaching and baptizing in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. not as fo come, but as already 
come. And, therefore, the Apoſtles were alſo 
commanded not to depart from Feruſalem, or 
go abroad, preaching this Kingdom of God; 
till they had actually received the Promiſe of 
the Father, by the viſible Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, on the Day of Pentecoſt. Which is alſo 
the Reaſon, as you likewiſe acknowledge, why 
thoſe, who were baptized with the Baptiſm of 
Fabn, were rebaptized by St. Paul with the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt. 

But that the Baptiſm conferred by Paul, as 
mentioned As xix. 5. was a Baptiſm with 
Water, (p. 40.) you call upon me to prove; 
which I ſhall ae. to do in the ſhorteſt 
Manner poſſible. Mr. Barclay allows, that the 
Baptiſm, wherewith Peter baptized Cornelius 
and his Family, was a Baptiſm with Vater; 
and you allow, towards the latter End of your 
Letter, that the Baptiſm, with which the Corin- 
thians were baptized, who were converted by St. 
Paul and his Companions, 1 Cor. i. and Ads 
xvii, 8, was a Baptiſm with Vater: For you 
ſay, this is the Reaſon, why St. Paul ſays, that he 
thanks God, he baptized none of them, but 

Criſpus, and Gaius, and the Houſhold of 
Stephanas, becauſe he had no Commiſſion to 
baptize with Water; which plainly ſhews your 
Opinion, that the Baptiſm, with which the 
Corinthians were baptized, was a a Baptiſm with 
Water. 3 
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Now, Sir, I have ſhewed in my former Le 
ter, that the Baptiſm, with which St. Paul him 
ſelf was baptized, was a Baptiſm with Water: 
And that the Baptiſm with which Philip bap- 
tized the Eunuch, was a Baptiſm with Water 
cannot be denied. Indeed you allow in your 
firſt Letter, that the Apoſtles might practiſe 
Water-Baptiſms both before and after our 
Lord's Aſcenſion, in Conformity to the Weakneſs 
of the Fews; and as theſe Diſciples, whom 
Paul met with at Epheſus, were probably Fews, 
as having received the Baptiſm of John, it is, 
therefore, more than probable, that this __— 
was alſo a Baptiſm with Water. 

But what puts this with me out of all doubt, 
is the Hiſtory, that is given of this Fact in the 
As of the Apoſtles, Ch. xix. 6, St. Paul met 
with ſome Diſciples at Epheſus, who had never 
received any Baptiſm, but the Baptiſm of John: 
He then rebaptizes them in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus: And after he had done this, he 
laid his Hands upon them, and the Holy Ghoſt 
came on them. The Queſtion now 1s, What 
Baptiſm was this, which Paul conferred on 
them ? It was not Jobn s Baptiſm, tor that they 
had received before; it was not the Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt, for that they did not receive, 
till afterwards, What Baptiim, therefore, can 
it poſſibly be, but that Baptiſm with Water, 
which St. Peter conferred on Cornelius and his 
Family, that Philip conferred on tie Ennuch, 
that Paul received from Ananas, and that he 
and his Companions conferred on the C. 

thians? 
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thians? All which were without controverſy 
Water-Baptiſms. In this point, therefore, I 
hope, you are now ſatisfied. 
And now, Sir, as to that, which you allow 
to be the real Queſtion : What is the Baptiſm of 
Cbriſt? And wherein does it conſiſt? I fay, 
that the three Texts of Scripture, quoted by Mr. 
Barclay, to prove the Baptiſm ot the Spirit to 
be the ſame with the true Chriſtian Baptiſm 
commanded by our Saviour, Matth. xxviii. 19. 
are not ſufficient for that Purpole ; | becauſe they 
mntirely refer to the vißble Manife ifeſtation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which, you yourſelf allow, was not 
to ſubſiſt to the End of the World. 
Nov to invalidate the Force of this Argument, 
you affirm, that thoſe three, Texts of Scripture 
do not allude intirely to the miraculous and v/- 
ble Manifeſiation of the Holy Ghoſt, Whereas, 
I think, I have in my former Letter ſufficiently 
ſhewed, that they do entirely refer to the vile 
Manifeſtation of the Holy Ghoſt; but, I think, 
I need no other Argument to prove it, than the 
very Argument, which you make uſe of to diſ- 
rove it. Vour Words are theſe: * apprehend, 
« that theſe Texts abovementioned do not al- 
* Jude intirely to the miraculous and viſible 
« Manifeftation of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. For 
« our Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, Te ſhall be 


„ baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many Days 
tc Hence, Acts i. 4, 5. And St. Peter, when he 


ce relates to the Fewiſh Diſciples, how the 
« Holy Ghoſt fell on Cornelius and his Family, 


« has this Reflexion, Then remembered I the 
 « Word © 
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Mord of the Lord, how: he ſaid, fohn indeed 


„ baptized with Water, but ye ſhall be NY 


« with the Holy Ghoſt, Act xi. 16.” 
Now, Sir, can any thing in Nature: be a 


ſtronger Proof, that this Promiſe of our Sa- 


viour's referred entirely to the vifble Mani- 
feſtation of the Holy Ghoſt, than this Appli- 


cation of that Promiſe by St. Peter to the De- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on Cornelius and his 


Family; which, I believe, you will hardly deny 


was a viſible Manifeſtation, ſince it fell upon him 
and his Houſe, as it did upon the Apoſtles in the 


Beginning, « or on the Day of Pentecoſt, Acts xix. 
1 
gn ſay, p. 57. © That our Lord, 1n his Pro- 
« miſe to his Diſciples, Alis i. 5. does not once 
« mention a Baptiſm of Water, which they 
ce ſhould be'baptized with; much leſs, that they 
« ſhould baptize others with it; both which he 
« ſurely would have done, had he deſigned 


« Water-Baptiſin in that Command to his Diſ= 


<« ciples, Matth. xxviii. 19.” It would indeed 
have been very odd, if our Saviour had men- 
tioned a Baptiſm of Water in that Promiſe to 
his Diſciples, Acts i. 5. where he is talking of a 
metaphorical Baptiſm by the Holy Ghoſt and 
with Fire; but in the Command given, Matth. 
xxvili. 19. there was no need of "mentioning 
Water; becauſe the very Word baptize includes 
it, When literally underſtood; and Mr. Barclay 
allows, that we ought not to go from the /zteral 
Signification of the Text, unleſs ſome urgent 
Neceſſity force us thereto. 

There- 
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Therefore in that practical Command, given 

by our Saviour to his Apoſtles, Mattb. xxvili. 
19. the Word baptize is to be taken according 
to its /zfera/ Meaning; and for the ſame Rea- 
ſon it is, that Directions are there given 
for its Continuance, by promiſing that he will 
abide with them in the Performance of that 
Office to the End of the World; but in that 
Promiſe made Acts i. 5. as you ju/tly obſerve, 
there are no Directions given, that they ſhould 
baptize others with it; and of Conſequence we 
find, that the vi/ib/e Manifeſtation of the Holy 
Ghoſt promiſed, Acts i. 5. has long ſince ceaſed 

in the Chriſtian Church. 

The Force of your Argument, p. 43. which, 
you ſay, you deduce from what has been faid, 
depends upon this, that the Baptiſm mentioned 
Acts i. 5. is the ſame with that mentioned 
Matth. xxviii. 19. which, I apprehend, cannot 
poſſibly be proved, and that for this Reaſon ; 
becauſe the one mentioned, Ads 1. 5. refer- 
red to the viſible Manife/tation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, conferred on the Apoſtles on the Day of 
Pentecoſt, not many Days after the Promiſe ; 
which the other did not. " 

For, Sir, you allow, that the viſble Mani- 
feftation of the Holy Ghoſt was not defigned by 
God to continue any longer, than during the 
| Infancy of the Chriſtian Church. You like- 
wiſe allow, that the Baptiſm commanded, 
Matth. xxviii. 19. is to continue to the End of 
the World; therefore theſe two Baptiſms can- 


not poſlibly be one and the ſame, no more than 
that, 


LET FER VO 63 
that, which is to continue for ever, can poſſibly 
be the ſame with that, which is to have an End. 

Which Argument ſerves likewiſe to prove the 
Truth of that Dilemma, which I have retorted 
on Mr. Barclay. 

'You acknowledge, Sir, that there i is a Dif- 
ference betwixt the outward and vfble Mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit, and the inward Sancti- 
fication of the Holy Spirit of God; and ſay, 
« That they are each of them a Manner of 
« Chriſt's Baptiſm, which the Divine Author 
ce of it, has made uſe of according to his good 

* Pleaſure, both operating by different Means 
&© to the ſame End, i. e. Sanctiſication; the firſt 
e made uſe of (ſuch was the Will of God) only 
ce in the Infancy of Chriſtianity ; the latter, 
according to our Saviour's Promiſe, to con- 
<« tinue to the End of the World.” 

Now, Sir, according to this Diſtinction, 1 
ſhould be glad to know, wherein the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt does conſiſt ; and what becomes of > 
one true Chriſtian Baptiſm, mentioned Eph. iv. 
ſince theſe two different Manners of opting. 
by different Means, can never be ſaid to be one 
and the fame Thing ? 

As to your Quotation (p. 61.) 1 Cor. X11. 13. 
where it is ſaid, that by one Spirit we are all 
baptized into one Body; I think it is mani- 

| feſt, beyond all controverſy, that this in- 
tirely refers to the viſible Manifeſtation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which continued for ſome 
Space of Time (ſuch was the Will of God) 
only in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, viſibly de- 


ſcending on the firſt Converts to a new Re- 
2 ligion, 


* 


* 
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ligion, and not of the inward: Sancti fication, 
which: was to continue. For St. Paul writing 
to the Corinthians, ſome of whom were con- 
verted from Idolatry, and ſome from Fudaiſm; 
in order to reconcile them among themſelves, 
and heal thoſe Diviſions, which, he had been in- 
formed, were among them, 1 Cor. i. 11, puts 
them in Mind, that whatever miraculous Powers 
were diſtributed among the ſeveral Members of 
the Chriſtian Church, they were all given by 
one and the fame: Spirit; and therefore, whe- 
ther Jeus or Gentiles, they were not to be envi- 
ous of one another, but to conſider themſelves, as 
Members of the ſame Body: For to one is given 
by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom ; to another 
the Word of Knowledge by . the ſame Spirit; to 
another Faith by the ſame Spirat ; to another 
the Gift of Healing by the ſame Spirit; to an- 
other the Working of Miracles ; ts another Pro- 
phecy ; to another Diſcerning of Spirits; to an- 
other divers Kinds of Tongues; to another the 
Interpretation of Tongues ; but all theſe work- 
eth that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to 
every Man ſeverally, as he will. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, whe- 
ther we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
Bond or Free, Here it is plain, that the Apoſtle 
is ſpeaking of thoſe miraculous Gifts, which 
were poured out on the firſt, Converts to Chriſti- 
anity, and did not continue long in the Church. 
And for this Reaſon it is, that St. Paul, ver, 7. 
particularly diſtinguiſhes it by calling it The Ma- 
nifeſtation, or the out ward and viſible Appearance, 
of the Spirit. F; i Page 
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Page 4 5. you ſeem to find fault with me for 
ſaying, that if Mr. Barclay's Argument againſt 
the Fruits and Effects of /ater- Baptiſm, col- 
lected from Rom. vi. 3, 4. Gal. iii. 27. and 
Coloſ. ii. 12. has any Force, it is this; that they, 
who have once received the true Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm, can never afterwards err from the Truth; 
but they, who have received Water- Baptiſin, do 
frequently err from the Truth, &c. therefore 
V. ater-Baptijm 1 is not the true Chriſtian Baptiſm; 
you then ſay, it means nothing leſs than this. 

I did not ſay, that Mr. Barclay meant to fay 
ſo much, I only ſaid, that If Mr. Barclay's Ar- 
gument bad any Force in it, it muſt be this, &c. 

Many Perſons do not mean to ſay, what their 
Words, well conſidered, will neceſſarily bring 
them to ſay, when regularly brought into an 
Argument: And, I think, it is very eaſy to 
prove, that either his Argument is very 1 
tory, or it muſt bring him to this. 

You ſay, he collects very truly from Scrip- 
ture, that = Effects of the true Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm are à walking in Newneſs of Life, rifing 
with Chriſt, and* putting on Chriſt, Now, Sir, 
if by that Exprefſion, vis. the Effects of the 
true Chriſtian Ba priſm, he means only, that the 
Effects, which the true Chriſtian Baptiſm ought 
to produce, are @ walking in Newneſs of Life, 
 71ſing with Chriſt, and putting on Chriſt, from the 
Time of receiving our Baptiſm to our Lives 
End, he ſays no more, than 1s ſaid of Water- 
Baptiſm; and then to make uſe of this Argu- 
ment againſt n is abſolutely nu- 


gatory, 
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gatory, Since there is no one, but what ſays, 
that theſe ought to be the Effects, as they ate 
the End, for which gate een was inſti- 
tuted: And every one muſt allow, that, before 
W ater-Baptiſm is admmiſtered, the Perſon, who 
receives it, muſt profeſs his Paith i in Chrifty as 
Philip ſaid to the Eunuch, when he deſired to 
be baptized, If thou believeft with all thine 
Heart, thou mayeſt; and then HY ater- Baptiſm is 
adminiſtered, in token of this their Profeſſion; 
whereby the Perſon baptized has engaged to en- 
ter into a Newneſs of Life. And this was the 
End for which John's Baptiſm was practiſed, 
which was therefore called a e unto Re- 
anke 
But if he means, that thels! are the: incveſſus 
Effects of the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, ſo that 
every one, who has received the true Chriſtian 
Baptiſm, not only ozght, but muſt walk in New- 
neſs of Life; then indeed there would be ſome 
Force in the Argument, according to my former 
Aſſertion, which otherwiſe J cannot find out: 
But to ſtrengthen this Argument, you quote an- 
ether Proof, taken from Mr. Barclay, p. 422. 
I had retired, ſome Days before 1 received 
your Letter, to my Scat in the Country; ; Whither 
I had carried but few Books; and as I have not 
that Book by me, I muſt take it from your own 
Quotation. You ſay, from him, if Baptiſm with 
Water were the one Baptiſm, that! is, the Bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt, as many, as had been baptized 
with Water, would have put on Chriſt; but the 
ou is falſe, therefore __ the firſt, 
This 
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This Argument, ſay you, is grounded on the 


Authority of the Apoſtle Paul, who tells the 


Corinthians (it ſhould be the Galatians) that as 
many of them, as had been baptized into Chriſt, 
bad put on Chrift And then you go on; it 
appears from the ſame Authority, too, that many 
of thoſe Converts, who had received Mater. 
Baptiſm, had never put on Chriſſ. 

Now, Sir, you mult give me Leave to tell 
you, that this is a great Miltake, and how you 
came to aſſert it ſo poſitively, I cannot conceive. 
The Apoſtle to the Galatians, Ch. iii. 17. does 
ſay, For as many of you, as have been baptized 
into Chriſt, have put on Chrif!; and, I think, 
this is the only Place in the New Teſtament, 


where that Expreſſion is made uſe of: But I do 


_ abſolutely deny, that either in that Chapter, or in 
that Epiſtle, or in any other Part of the New 
Teſtament, there is any Expreſſion, like that, 
which you mention; where you ſay, It ap- 
& pears from the ſame Authority too, that many 
« of thoſe Converts, who had received Vater- 
« Baptiſm, had never put on Chriſt. 
Lou obſerve, that Mr, Barclay anticipated 
my Anſwer to 1 Pet. iii. 21. and that the 
Words, 1 Cor. i. 17. may be rendered, Chri/t 
did not fend me to baptize ; which laſt I allow 
to be true; but I will not allow, that Mr. Bar- 
clay has anticipated my Anſwer, ſo as to obviate 
that Reply, which occurs to the Objection, raiſed 
by him from 1 Pet. iii, 21. For, to the beſt of 
my Memory, he only ſays, that if this Method 
of qualifying the Word not, be allowed in the 
1 Inter- 
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Interpretation of Scripture, what may not the 
Scriptures be made to ſay? 

Whereas it is manifeſt from the reading of | 
the Scriptures, that this Method of qualifying 
the Word not, muſt be made uſe of; and who- 
ever conſiders the Strength of Expreſſion, in 
which the Eaſlern Nations indulged themſelves, 
will find it often neceſſary, as appears not only 
from that Text, quoted by him, I will have 
Mercy, and not Sacrifice but from numberleſs 
other Expreſſions in the ſacred Writings. 

Otherwiſe I deſire to know, when the Quaters 
go to Shops to buy Cloaths; or to Market to buy 
Meat; how they diſpenſe with that Precept of 
our Saviour's, which ſays, Take no Thougbt for 
To-morrow ; and again, Take no Thought, ſaying, 
What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink? or 
wherewithal ſhall we be cloathed ? Or how they 
reconcile the keeping of Money, or of Bills by 
them in their Houſes with that Command of 
our Saviour, Lay not up T1 en for yourſelves 

upon Earth. 

I am glad you allow, that eis 79 Goes may 
be tranſlated in 7he Name But then you lay, 
that you admire to hear from me, that it is nei- 
ther Senſe, nor Engliſb to ſay, that one can be 
baptized into the Virtue or Power of another, 
without giving him all the Power, which the 
firſt Perſon originally had, 

Sir, I was there talking of the literal and 
grammatical Interpretation of Words, and not of 
a metapborical one; and I mult own, that I am 
ſtill of the ſame Opinion ; for being baptized into 

Gori, 
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Cbriſt ſignifies no more, than being baptized 
into the Service of Chriſt; but being baptized 
into the Virtue and Power of Chriſt, if it has 
any Signification at all, ſignifies a very different 
Thing. Let us put a parallel Caſe, and then 
we ſhall come eaſier to underſtand one another. 
Suppoſe it was ſaid, that ſuch a Perſon was in- 
liſted, initiated, baptized, or dipped into the 
Virtue and Power of the King; would not any 
one ſuppoſe, he was to be made a King, or, at 
leaſt, his Deputy? But if it was intended only 
to expreſs, that ſuch a Perſon was inliſted, &c. 
into the Service of the King; and the ſame Per- 
ſon ſhould ſay, that he was inliſted, initiated, 
baptized, or dipped in the Name of the King, 


or by his Virtue and Power (but not into his 


Victue and Power) he would then ſpeak Senſe 
and Engliſb, which, I ſtill apprehend, in the 
other Caſe, he would not do. 

As to the Objection about the Form of Words, 
uſed by St. Luke in the Acts; where he mentions 
Perſons to be baptized in the Name of Teſus ; 
I muſt refer you back to that Part of the An- 
ſwer, which I gave to this in my former Letter, 
wherein I mention the Queſtion put by St. 
Paul to the Diſciples at Epheſus, who, when 
they ſaid, they had not Ek whether there 
was any Holy Ghost, aſked them, Into what then 
were you baptized? Which manifeſtly ſhews, 
that thi Name of the Holy Ghoft muſt have 
been made uſe of by the Apoſtles in the Form 
of Baptiſm; or otherwiſe this A had 
been a very improper one. 


1 Lou 
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Lou aſk, By whom were = Diſciples at 
ec Epbeſus, mentioned As xix. 1. baptized un- 
* to John's Baptiſm ? Not by either John him- 
« ſelf, or his Diſciples; for, I ſuppoſe, they ne- 
« yer came to Epheſus.” But, Sir, might not 
theſe Epheſians have come to Yeruſalem? ? If the 
Mountain will not come to Mahomet, may not 

Mabomet go to the Mountain? You cannot be 


Ignorant, that the Malc-part of the Jeuiſh Na- 


tion were, by the Law of Moſes, under an Ob- 
ligation to go frequently up to the Temple of 
Feruſalem, and that they accordingly complied 
therewith; and, therefore, St. Luke mentions, 
that on the Feaſt of Penzecoft, when the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended on the Apoſtles, there were then 
at Jeruſalem, Parthians, and Medes, and Ela- 
mites, and the Dwellers in Meſopotamia, and in 
Judea, and Cappadocia; in Pontus and Afia, 
Pbrygia and Pamplylia, in Egypt, and in the 

Parts of Libya about Cyrene, and Strangers of 
Rome ; Fews and Proſelytes, Cretes and Ara- 
bians. He does not indeed mention Epbeſus, 
but, I ſuppole, you, know, that Epheſus is a 

Part of Aſia. 
JTuou ſee, Sir, upon how fallacious a Foun- 
dation you have built this mighty Structure; 
which, however, without this, would have been 
of no Significancy ; lance I have, at your own 
Requeſt, in the Beginning of this Epiſtle, plainly 
ſhewed, that this Baptiſm, conferred by Paul on 
the Diſciples at Epheſus, was a Baptiſm with 
Water, to which I muſt refer you. 

But to proceed; in anſwer to mine, whergin 


I ſay, 


eee 
I fay, that the Apoſtles did not oblige the Gen- 
files to conform to the Mſaical Ceremonies, 
Ge. you ſay, That Mr. Barclay has antici- 
« pated this Anſwer, and you admire, I chanced 
te to Overlook it: For he ſays, T hat the Apo- 
« ſtle Peter did oblige the Gentiles to conform 
to the Meſaical :Ceremonies; for he cans 
e ſtrained the Gentiles (which is more than 
« commanding them) in general to be circum- 
ce cifed and obſerve the Law.“ It happens ther 
Sir, that Mr. Barclay and I contradict one an- 
other point blank; but fortunately for me the 
Deciſion of the Church of Feruſalem and the 
Apoſtles and Elders happen to be n my Side 
Fam if you look into the xv'* Chapter of the 
Ags, you will find, that Pau] and Barnabas 
were ſent up to Feruſalem from Antioch about 
this very Question, to learn the Opinion of the 
Apoſtles, whether the Gentiles ſhould be cite 
cumciſed and keep the Law of Maſes. gee 
Now it is remarkable, that St. Peter is the 
very Perſon mentioned, that declared his Senti- 
ments againſt it, where, inter alia, he ſays, 
Why tempt ye God-to put a Yoke upon the Neck 
of the Diſciples, which neither our Fathers nor 
we were able to bear? And the Concluſion of the 
whole Debate was this: That it pleaſed the 
| Apoſtles and Elders: with the whole Church to 
write Letters after this Manner: Foraſmuch as 
we have heard, that certain, which went out 
from us, have troubled you with Words, ſubvert- 
ing your Souls, ſaying, You muſt be circumciſed! 
and keep the Lau, to whom we * no Jour 
Commandment, &c, | : 
F 4 Now, 


g ; i 
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Now, Sir, if you think Mr. Barclay's poſitive 
Aſſertion to the contrary to be better Authority, 
than this; 1 ſhall not wonder, if any _ I 

can ſay has no Influence over you. ! 

In anſwer to what I ſay about the Baptiſm of 
the Corinthians, that Paul, though he did not 
baptize any, but Criſpus, and Gaius, and the 
Houſhold of Stephanus, yet that the reſt of the 
believing Corinthians were baptized by thoſe, 
who attended him: In Proof of which I re- 
ferred you to Ads xviii. 8. you ſay, ©& You are 
* not to take this for granted, till it is proved 


“ from Scripture, which you have not yet ſeen ;” 


for the Text, quoted here by your Lordſhip, 


only ſays, * That many of the Corinthians hear- 


ee ing, believed and were baptized.” Now I 
ſhould be glad to know, by whom theſe Perſons 
were baptized upon their Converſion by the 
preaching of Paul, if not by him, or his Atten- 


dants. 


But ere that this Text only ſays, that 


many hearing, believed and were baptized : But 


does not ſay, that as many, as believed, were 
baptized; which might indeed have amounted 


to ſome Proof. 
Sir, This is not arguing, but cavilling. 1 


would be determined by the Opinion of any un- 


prejudiced Perſon, upon the Face of the Earth, 
whether he does not underſtand by thoſe Words, 
and many hearing, believed and were baptized ; 


that all thoſe, who believed, upon hearing the 


preaching of Paul, were baptized ; and whether 
he does not apprehend, that St, Luke intended 
to lay as much, But, 
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But, Sir, you proceed to quote ſome of my 
Words in relation to the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt in the following Manner: «You fay, 
ee that I am pleaſed to ſay, that I have ſufficiently 
« ſhewn, the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt cannot 
ce be the true Chriſtian Baptiſm for many Rea- 
«* ſons; but in particular, becauſe the true 
« Chriſtian Baptiſm, even according to Mr. 
Barclay, is to continue to the End of the 
« World; whereas it appears from our own Ex 
« perience, that the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt 
ce has not continued ;” and in another Place, I 
fay, That this kind of ogy rt is no longer to 
ce be had.” 
From whence you take an Opportunity of 
| launching out upon the inward Operation of the 
Holy Spirit of God, and blaming me for deny- 
ing that Feeling to others, which I do not feel 
in myſelf ; and to prove, that others have felt 
this inward Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, you 
quote the Authorities of Auguſtine, Tertullian, 
Chryſoſtom, Clemens Alexandrinus, and others; 
who do all teſtify their Experience of the in- 
ward Operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Jam very glad to find, that you are ſo well 
verſed with thoſe great Authorities above- 
mentioned, and wiſh you had quoted the parti- 
cular Places, becauſe they are very voluminous, 
and therefore I cannot, at preſent, either allow 
or contradict your Aſſertion: Though give me 
Leave to ſay, that from a Quotation, made by 
you in this Letter from the Scriptures, (which I 
do declare to be without — you have 
given 
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given me no great Reaſon to aſſent too haſtily 


to your Affirmations. But, Sir, ſuppoſe, we 


ſhould take your Quotations for Sanfte db e. 


What is all this to the Purpoſe ? Could I, who, 
in the Cloſe of that Epiſtle, beſeech Almighty 
God to grant you the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit to enlighten your Mind, Sc. could I deny. 


the inward Operation of the Spirit of God? Or 


have I through my whole Letter, when fairly 


quated, ſaid one ſingle Sentence to that Pur- 
e Have I not diſtinguiſted from the Begin- 


ning to the End of that Letter, and made a 
Diſlinckion, which you yourſelf allow, between 


Spirit; and the 7nward Sanctiſication of the Holy 


Spirit of God? The firſt of which, you allow, 


« Was made uſe of (ſuch was the Will of God) 
ce only i in the Infancy of Chriſtianity ; the latter 


« tinue to the End of the World.“ 


And therefore, Sir, I muſt beg of you to look 


again over that Paragr b in my Letter, which 
you have falſely quoted, and more fa 2 miſ- 


applied; and lay your Hand upon your Heart 
and ſay, which of theſe two I was there ſpeak- 


ing of, whether it is the viſible and outward 
Manifeſtation, or the inward Infuſion and San- 
Fiſication of the Holy Spirit. My Words are 


theſe, So that now we come to the two prin- 


« cipal Ones, i. e. Baptiſms, hat, which was 


te pi actiſed by the Apoſtles and other Diſciples 
« of Chriſt by their Authority with Water, in 
60 fue Name of the Lord 72 and that, which 


5 18 


the outward and vsſible Man' fſßation 5 


* 


is, according to our Saviour's Promiſe, to con- 
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« is called the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and of 


« Fire, I think, I have ſufficiently ſhewed, 


« that this laſt cannot be the true Chriſtian 
« Baptiſm for many Reaſons; but in particular, 
« becauſe the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, even ac- 
« cording to Mr. Barclay, p. 423. is to conti- 
e nue to the End of the World; whereas it ap- 
« pears from our on Experience, that the Bap- 
« tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt has not continued, 
e but that it ceaſed with the Aung of Mira- 
&« cles.” 

Pray, Sir, what Baptiſm am I here ſpeaking 
of? Is it not as plain, as Words can make it, 
the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and of Fire? 
But becauſe towards the Cloſe of this Argument, 
I omitted repeating the Words and of Fire; 
you take this Opportunity, by altering the firſt 
Part of the Quotation, and omitting-the laſt 
Words of it, to change the whole Drift and De- 
ſign of the Argument, and impoſe a wrong In- 
terpretation very injuriouſly upon it. 

Sir, I am ſorry to ſee you capable of ſuch Ar- 

tifice; which betrays a Mind well diſpoſed for 
Cavil, but ill diſpoſed for Conviction. It is with 
ſome Difficulty I prevail with myſelf to pro- 
cCeed in conſidering the remaining Part of your 
Letter; but leſt you would perſuade yourſelf, 
there was ſomething unanſwerable in it, I will 
proceed. 

In anſwer to my Queſtion, What do the 
Quakers do, when they make Converts, beſide 
teaching? Do they uſe any Form of Baptiſm ? 
Yau ſay, that “you apprehend, R. *g s 


« Senſe 
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« Senſe of this Baptiſm to be as follows, viz. 
&« That it is the Work of God by God, of the 
« Father by the Son, and of the Son by the 
ee Spirit, and ſometimes of the Spirit mediately, 

ce or inſtrumentally by Men fitted of God for 
* that Purpoſe, who, having received Power 
ce from him, may not only convince the Under- 


« ſtanding, which is teaching, but likewiſe may 


« effectually reach to and ſubdue the Hearts of 


Men, in ſuch manner, as may turn them from 
„ Evil to Good.” 


Sir, there are two Ways of oithing the Hearts ; 
of Men, ſo as to prevail upon them to change 
their Minds; the one is by convincing the Un- 
derſtanding; and Zhe other is by captivating the 
Paſſions; the one is the Effect of Reaſon and 
Senſe; the other of Rhetorick and Oratory : 


And ſo far the Holy Spirit of God may (to uſe 
your own, or Mr. Barclay's Words) Ae. 
or inſtrumentally fit Men for that Purpoſe, but 


the Man does, all this Time, no more than 
teach; for if the Apoſtle ſays right, though 
Paul planteth, or Apollos watereth, it is God, 
that giveth the Increaſe. 

You now come to find fault with my Ex- 
planation of the Expreſſion of putting on Chriſt; 
and ſay, if this be really the Caſe, I doubt, the 
poor Quakers take a great deal of Pains to very 


little Purpoſe, For they imagine, that Chriſt is 


not ſo eaſily put on, but that the Work of Re- 
generation is a Warfare indeed, &c. Sir, 
there is a great deal of Difference between put- 


ting on Cbriſt, and keeping him on. Every 


I 1 Man, 
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Man, who becomes a Convert to the Chriſtian 


Religion, does ſo far put on Chriſt, but it was 
not every Convert, no not every one, that had 


been enlightened, and had taſted of the heavenly 


Gift, and was made Partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and had faſted of the good Word of God, gs tbe 
Powers of the World 5 come, who kept on Chriſt, 


though they had put bim on. For I ſuppoſe 


you will allow, that thoſe, who have been en- 
lightened, and have taſted of the heavenly Gift, 
and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
were baptized into Chriſt. For otherwiſe no 
Man can be ſaid to be baptized into Chriſt, till 
his Life is at an End, till his Race is run, and his 
Warfare is paſt ; and if they were baptized into 
Chriſt, they had then put on Chr. 

I make no Doubt but the Quakers, as well as 
the reſt of Mankind, find a painful Conflict be- 


tween the Law in their Members, and the Law 


of their Mind, which they may feel even after 
they have put on Chriſt. And unleſs they are 
infallible, which, I think, you do not inſiſt upon, 
they may fall away, like thoſe Perſons men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle to the Hebreus, even after 


they have been enlightened, and have taſied of 


the heavenly Gift, and have been made Partakers 
of the Holy Get. For if you attend to the 
Meaning of the Word, it ſignifies no more, than 
to denote the Beginning or Entrance into a State 
of Holineſs ; being a Metaphor borrowed from 
the Action of putting on a Veſtment, which is 
very different from that of keeping jt on. As 


many, therefore, as have been baptized into 
Chri/t, 
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Chriſt, may be ſo far ſaid to have put on his 
Livery, to have entered themſelves into his Ser- 
vice, and to have inliſted themſelves as his Ser- 
vants and Soldiers; which ſurely does by no 
means contradict that State of Difficulty, which 
you fay the poor Ryakers are under to preſerve 
themſelves from putting off his Livery again, 
and deſerting his Service afterwards, 

But you proceed and ſay, How can Infants 
be ſaid to put on Chrift by means of W. ater- Bap- 
n even in your Lordſbip's Senſe of it? To 
which I anſwer, that. I think this may very 
well be done, as nothing is more common in 
civil Life, than for Minors to be bound out Ap- . 
prentices, and, if I may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion, to put on a Trade even during their Mi- 
nority, and for adult Perſons to become Sureties, 
and engage for their good Performance during 
the Time of their Apprenticeſhips, before thoſe 
Minors are arrived at Years of Diſcretion ſuf- _ 
ficient thoroughly to underſtand the Nature and 
Benefit of this Engagement, which their Sure- 
ties have entered into on their Behalf. So that 
if we were to look upon Water-Baptiſm only as 
a prudential Act of human Inſtitution, as a Form 
of Initiation appointed by Men, at the Time of 
dedicating Infants to the Service of Chriſt, it 
might not be fo improper a Cuſtom as it is 
thought by ſome; but if it be conſidered as an 
Action performed in Compliance with the poſi- 
tive Command of our Saviour, our Submiſſion 
thereto then becomes not only prudent, but ne- 


I am 


IJ am very ſenſible, that the raiſing of Ob- 
jections againſt Infant Baptiſm is a very favourite 
Topick among the 2yakers : I ſhalli beg Leave, 
therefore, to be a little more explict upon this 
Head. It is acknowledged by Mr. Barclay, 
that wwe ought not to depart from the literal Sig- 
nification of the Text, unleſs ſome urgent Ne 
ceſſity force us thereto, + As, therefore, there is 
no urgent Neceflity for putting a metaphorical 
Interpretation on the Words of our Saviour, 

when he commanded his IAfciples to go and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, for this Reaſon I apprehend we ought to 
abide by the literal one; and as the Word bap- 
tige in its literal Senſe undeniably ſignifies be- 
ing dipped in or waſhed with Water, therefore 
it is allo manifeſt, that this Command alluded 
to a Baptiſm by Water. = Tas 

I am ready to allow, that the Word baptize is 
ſometimes uſed by our Saviour in a metaphori- 
cal Senſe, as when he ſpeaks to his Diſciples of 
their being“ baptized with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with Fire; becauſe they were to be outwardly 
ſprinkled therewith, or when he calls his Im- 
mer/ion under Afflictions and Sufferings a + Bap- 
tiſin, becauſe there is an urgent Neceſſity in 
thoſe Places for our interpreting it in that me- 
taphorical Manner. But the Caſe is quite 
otherwiſe with Regard to the Text before us; 
where our Saviour is giving Directions to his 
Apoſtles, and inſtructing them in the Form 
. Watth, iii. 11, Acts i. 5, 8. + Luke xii. 50. 
„ which 
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| F which be d have them make uſe of, at the 


Time of * making Diſciples, or receiving Pro- 
ſelytes into his Religion. And as Baptiſm by: 
Water was the cuſtomary Method by which the. 
Feu, By which the Prophet Fohn, 0 by which 
our Saviour himſelf, received Proſelytes into their 
Religion, therefore there is an urgent Neceſſity 
in this Place for our underſtanding this Ex- 
preſſion not metaphorically, but literally, | 
For as Jeſus, when he came into the World 
to take upon him«the Office of the Meſſiab, was 
firſt ſent to Þ the Joſt Sheep of the Houſe of 
 Tfrael, he borrowed from the Jes ſuch of the 
Forms and Ceremonies of their Religion as were 
conſiſtent with the Simplicity, Reaſonableneſs, 
Purity, and Extenſiveneſs of his own. And 
hence it came to paſs, that our Saviour, during 
his own. Life-time in receiving of Proſelytes, 
commanded them to be admitted by the 4 Form 
of Water Baptiſm. Which Form it is alſo cer- 
tain the Jews expected that their Metab, when- 
ever he appeared, would make uſe of; as Is 
evident beyond all Controverſy from the Que- 
ſtion propoſed by the Phariſees to John the 
Baptiſt, ſaying, || Why baptixeſt thou then, if 
thou. be not the Chriſt? And as you, Sir, allow 
that the Baptiſm of Fobn was a Water-Baptiſm ; 
hence it will follow, that the Fews expected 
their Meſſiah to make uſe of a Water-Baptiſm 
alſo, Which Form Jeſus accordingly made 
uſe of while he lived, and, upon his Aſcenſion, 


* Mabyl&ools., Matth. x. b. xv. 24. ÞFobniii. 
22, 26. iv. I. | Jebni, 25. 6 Xeag9s. 5 


com- 
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commanded his Diſciples togo into/all Nations, : 


making Diſciples and baptizing them in the 5 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of oe OY 


Hop Ghoſt. 

Gur Saviour had not yet 1 his Diſ⸗ 
ciples of the viſible Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
that was to come upon them, and with which 
they were metaphorically to be baptized; that 


Promiſe not being made them till many Days | 


after this Command was given; therefore as our 
Saviour did not in this Place add any Expla- 
nation to limit the Word Baprize to a meta- 
phorical Meaning, it is to be ſuppoſed, that he 
deſigned it ſhould be taken and underſtood ac- 
cording to the common Uſe and Acceptation of 
that Word among the Fews, when they re- 
ceived Proſelytes into their Religion. 
And as it is undeniable that the Baptiſm 
8 among the Jews, when they admitted 
Proſelytes, was that of Water-Baptiſm, which 
was conferred on all Proſelytes without Diſ- 
tinction of Age or Sex, upon Women and Chil- 
dren, as well as upon Men ; therefore this Com- 
mand given by Chriſi to his Apoſtles of bap- 
tizing all Nations, ought to be interpreted and 
put in Practice after the ſame Manner and in 
the ſame Latitude among Chriſtians, as it was 
among the Jes, and ought to be no 
to extend to all Perſons willing to be baptized 
into he Religion of Chriſi without DiſtinQion 
of Age or Sex: The Will or D-fire of the Child, 
even of Infants, being among the Fes, ſop- 
| poled 


FY 
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poſed to be included in chat of the Parent, inſo- 
much, that the Conſent and Defire of the Parent 
was, among them, thought ſufficient to entitle 
the Child of a Proſelyte to Baptiſm, **' TIN 
As I have aſſerted, that the Tews made uſe of 
Water- Baptiſm at the Time of receiving a Pro- 
ſelyte, and that they received Infants, as well as 
adult Perſons, into their Religion by the ſame 
Form of Baptiſm, you may reaſonably expect 
that I produce ſome Proof of this Aſſertion; 
which I ſhall do ont of the Writings of the 
Jewiſh Rabbins, as they are collected in the 
Talmud. Which Book, though it is undeni- 
ably crouded with many abſurd Traditions, yet, 
with regard to Matters of Fact related therein 
concerning the DoQrines or Practices of the an- 
cient Fewiſh Church, there cannot poflibly be 
better Authority produced. Nov in this Book 
you may find theſe Deciſions of the ancient 
"bg Doctors concerning the Baptiſm of In- 
fants: * An Infant Projelyte may be baptized 
according to the Judgment of the Sanbedrim; 
that is, as the Gloſs adds, I be be deprived of 
hrs Father, and his Mother brings him to be made 
a Proſelyte, they baptize bim according to the 
Judgment, or Rite, of the Sanhedrim ; that is, 
by appointing him three Godfathers ; for fays 
the Gloſs, Theſe three Men preſent at the Bap- 
riſin, are now inſtead of a Father to him. And 
the. Gemara, or Comment, a little after adds, 
Tf with a Proelyte bis Sons and bis Daughters 


* Bab. Cherubb, fol. Its i 
are 
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Os 


are made Proſelytes alſo, that which is done 25 


thetr Father for them, redounds to their Good. 
Which Deciſion of the Sanbedrim as it ex- 


lang ſo alſo is it confirmed by the Practice of 
the Apoſtles of Chriff, who baptized Whole 


Houſholds at once; as in the Caſe of the: 


Housſbold of Lydia, mentioned Ads xvi. 1 5. and 


the Houſhold of Stephanus, mentioned 1 Cor. i. 
16. And in like Manner when the Keeper of 
the Priſon at Philippi, mentioned Acts xvi. 30. 


came to Paul and Silas, demanding What be 
mußt do to be ſaved? the Apoſtle anſwered, 


Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou Halt 
be ſaved and thy Houſe. And they ſpake unto 
him the Word of the Lord: and he took them the 


ſame Hour of the Night, and waſhed their Stripes, 


and was baptized HE AND ALL HIS ftraight= 
way. Whence it is manifeſt, that the Belief of 
the Keeper of the Priſon, was thought ſufficient 
by St. Paul to entitle bim and all his to Bap- 
tiſm. 

It is alſo manifeſt from hence, that 1 mmerſion, 
though generally practiſed in thoſe hot Coun- 
tries, where it could be done with Conveniency, 
was nevertheleſs not abſolutely neceſſary in Bap- 
tiſm ; ſince the Keeper of the Priſon and his 
whole Houſe were baptized within Doors the 
ſame Hour of the Night, in the Keeper's Houſe ad- 


joining to the Priſon, and probably with the very 


Water which was brought to waſh the Stripes 
of Paul and Silas: And it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that the Veſſel in which the Water was brought 

; , SI to 
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to waſh their Stripes, could be ſufficient for the 
decent Immer/ion of ſeveral Perſons. Not that 
T would be underſtood to argue from hence for 
the abſolute Neceſſity of Infant Baptiſm, but de- 
fire only to vindicate the Uſe of it, and of the | 
Practice of A/perfion with Water. 
It is likewile to be obſerved, that — Philip 
baptized the Eunuch belonging to Queen Can- 
dace, as mentioned Acts viii. 27. it was in 
the Road going from Jeruſalem to Gaza; 
whereas all Travellers agree, that there is not 
either a River or Pool of Water in all that Road 
ſufficient for the Immer ſion of an adult Perſon. 
When, therefore, the Eunuch, in paſſing along, 
_ cried out to Philip upon ſpying the Water, See, 
Here is Water, what doth hinder me to be Bap. | 
tized ? Philip, i in complying with his Deſire of 
Baptiſm, could only have taken up the Water in 
a Veſſel, or in his Hands, and have poured it 
upon him. | 
"It is further alſo to be obſerved, that if A 
berſion or Pouring of Water upon- the Heads of 
— Baptized was not ſometimes practiſed by the 
Jews in their Form of Baptiſm, it is not to be 
accounted for why the viſible Deſcent” of the 
Holy Spirit which only * fell upon the Diſciples, 
and is faid to have been + poured upon them, 
ſhould be called a + Baptiſm. Since Metaphors 
ought undoubtedly to bear ſome Reſemblance 
to the Original from whence __ are taken, 


Hels x. 44. + Acts x. 45. + Aal i. 5. ii. 3. 


= 


: 
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It ſhould likewiſe be remarked, that the 
Baptiſm which the Meſſiab was to confer on his 
Proſelytes, is denoted. by the Word ſprinkle; for 

ſays the Prophet 1/azah, when ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, He ſhall s«PRINKLE many Nations; and 
the Prophet Ezekzel, when he is declaring the 
Intention of God towards the Fews, in bring- 
ing them back from among the Heathen, and 
renewing a right Spirit within them by Rege- 
neration, he denoteth the | Baptiſm which they 
are then to ſubmit to in the Days of the Meſſiab 
by the Word spRINV KLE. For ſays the Pro- 
phet, I will fake you from among the Hea- 
then ; and gather you out of all Countries, and 
will bring you into your own Land; then will I 
SPRINKLE CLEAN WATER UPON YOU, and 
ye ſhall he clean from all your Filthineſs, and 
from all your Idols will T cleanſe you. A new 
Heart alſo will I give you, and a new Spirit 
will I put within you. Whence it is manifeſt, 
that they were not only to have @ new Spirit 
within them, but they were alſo to be ſprinkled 
with clean Water. | 

I know it is objected by ſome, that Baptiſm 

once conferred on any Family by the Feus was 
not repeated to the Offspring of that Family, 
but when the Roof was once made holy, be 
Branches were looked upon to be ſo far holy 
alſo ; and, therefore, that it ought not to be re- 
peated among us. But it ſhould be obſerved in 
anſwer thereto, that though the Fews did not 
baptize their own Infants, yet they circumciſed 
i xv. 2, 15. Eæet. xxxvi. 24. 

an Ki G2 : them, 
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them. And, therefore, as the Form of Baptiſi m 
in the Chriſtian Church feems to have been in- 
ſtituted to ſupply the Place both of Baptiſm and 
Cireumcifion'in the Teißß; for which Rea- 
fon, it is by St. Paul called Þ the Circumciſion 
of Chrift; hence alfo it is, that Baptiſm among 
Chriſtians is not only conferred on Infants, as 
Circumciſion was, but is alſo reiterated to the Off- 
Ying of baptized Chriſtians, as Circumciſion 
was to the Offspring of circumciſed Fews, 
But to proceed with your Letter: I cannot 
but take Notice that to conclude and complete 
the whole Method of your Arguing, you have, 
towards the latter End of your Letter, quoted 
' al of a Sentence out of mine, without taking 
otice of the Manner of its Introduction, or of 
the ſubſequent Part of the Period: And then 
fall foul upon it, as if IJ had recommended hu- 
man Inventions to take Place in Matters of Re- 
ligion, and had conſidered Baptiſm only as an hu- 
man Inſtitution. It is, Sir, in Writing, as it is in 
Muſic, there is a Part in Muſic, called a Diſcord, 
which, when conſidered barely by itſelf, is truly 
ſuch ; and yet, when properly introduced, or as 
the Maficians call it, when 'properly prepared 
and reſolved, makes the fineſt Harmony. Thus, 
Sir, in Writing it is often poſſible to. ſele& a 
ſingle Sentence, that may ſound harſh in the 
Ears of the Reader, when confidered barely by 
itſelf; but when conſidered along Wh the 
whole Context, may be far from being un- 


harmonious. 
+ Col. ii. 11, 12. | 
N . I had 


ILE FT FER YI: 

I had compared the Forms of admitting Per- 
ſons into the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, to 
the Forms uſed in admitting Perſons to be Mem- 
bers of human Societies, which are practiſed in 
order to impreſs on their Minds the Engage- 
ments they had entered into, and thereby to 
prevail with them to keep up and conform to 
the Rules of that Society, into which they are 
admitted; I had conſidered poſitive Inſtitutions 
as the Means of inforcing moral Duties, as Scaf- 
foldings to the main Building of Religion ; ; and 
then I add, When we reflect, how groveling 
and reptile a Creature Man is, we ought not to 
deſpiſe any human Invention, that will help to 
raiſe us from the Ground, much leſs any Ap- 
pointments, that we have rational Grounds to 
believe, proceed from the Dictates of our Al- 
mighty and infinitely wife Creator; which laſt 
Part of this Quotation you have artfully, but 
not ſo fairly omitted. _ 

Whereas, ſuppoſing I had debe 
human Inventions as uſeful Parts of Religion, 
when I did not make them an eſſential Part, 
ſhould J have done any Thing wrong? But to 
prevent all Cavils of that kind, did I not com- 
pare them to Scaffolds, and only mention them 
as Helps to the Performance of Devotion? The 
Quakers meet every Sunday for the Performance 
of divine Worſhip; and is not the Alteration 
of the Obſer vation of the Sabbath from the 
laſt to the firſt Day of the Week, as well as the 


Appointment of the Hour H and of the 
G 4 Place 
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Place where, they are to aſſemble, all of human 


Inſtitution? And is this ſame kind of human 
Inſtitution in the eſtabliſhed Church any Thing 


the worſe, for being appointed by the legiſla- 
tive Power of the Land, than it is among you, 
for being appointed by ſome of the leading 
Perſons. among the Quakers ?.I deſire more- 
over to know, whether thoſe Quarterly Meet- - 
ings practiſed. by the Qyaters, if they contri- 
bute to promote Virtue, and Piety, and 

Will. amongſt Men, ought therefore to be den. 


| Spiſea, becauſe they are only. of human Inſti- 


tation. and Appointment? And whether all 
Schools, 'where Children. are. taught to. read, 
or grown up Perſons are taught the learned 
Languages, ought to be aboliſhed; though they 
may help to teach a Man to read the Scriptures, 


br flor: he will be informed in the Duties of 


his Profeſſion, and are, therefore, Helps to Piety 


and Religion? I aſl: whether theſe Schools 


ought to be aboliſhed, becauſe they are of hu- 
man Inſtitution? And I believe you will ſay 
that they ought not, when you conſider it 


calmly. And yet the Method of Reaſoning 
you make Uſe of ſeems as if you was of this 
Opinion, when. you fay, © For it is very un- 


« likely he ſhould be raiſed. from this deſpicable 
« State by the Invention or Contrivance of a 
« miſerable Reptile like himſelf; and how elſe 
« can it be performed but by the divine Af 


« fi{tance?” &c. 


If by the en of being raiſed from this 
deſpicable 
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deſpicable State, you mean, that his Nature 
cannot be bebe, and that he can have no ſu⸗ 
pernatural Helps, but from the divine As- 
fiſtance alone, I readily agree with you; and L 
do not know that Lhave any where aſſerted any 
Thing to the contrary. But if by this Ex- 
preſſion you mean, that a Man's Underſtanding 
may not be cultivated, and improved, or Habits 
of Virtue, of Piety, and Religion, encouraged: 
and promoted by the Afliſtance or Contrivance 
of Inſtitutions which are the Inventions of his 
| Fellow-Creatures, who are miſerable Reptiles 
like himſelf; then, Sir, I own, that I have the 
Misfortune to differ from you. 

As for the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, I 
do acknowledge it to be above all es 
Science; but it is a dangerous Principle to rely 
and to depend too much upon it. For though 
God has declared, that he will not refuſe the 
Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit to thoſe, who 
earneſtly deſire it, and uſe their own Endeavours 
to lead a virtuous and godly Life; yet if we 
neglect the making Uſe of human Means, 
either to arrive at the Knowledge of our Duty, 
or to enable us to work out our own Salvation, 
when we do know it; we muſt not expect 
that God will miraculouſly inſpire us with the 
Knowledge of it. For in the like Manner, 
though we are commanded to pray for our 
daily Bread, yet we may ſtarye, if we do not 
work for it. 


How Spirits communicate their. Thoughts to 
each 


5 
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ch other, or influence and operate upon dne 
another, is not an eaſy Matter to unfold. We 
are obliged to believe, that the Holy Spirit of 
God is, according to the Promiſe of God, per- 
petually attendant upon us; and, without 
doubt, lays hold of all favourable Opportunities 
of influencing the Thoughts of our Hearts, in 
ſuch a Manner as we have no Abilities to con- 
ceive. But though Almighty God may, upon 
extraordinary Occaſions, ſo actuate the Minds 
of particular Perſons as to make them ſenſible 


4 of, and feel, the divine Influence, yet frequent- 
1 | ty it has happened, that Men of weak Judg- 
4 ments, and warm Imaginations, have miſ- 
q taken the Rovings of a delirious Fancy for 
_ the Inſpiration of the Spirit of God. I have 
1 no Deſire of caſting any Reflexions upon the 
FF, - Quakers, and, therefore, to avoid giving Of- 


fence, I will only mention that unhappy Set 
of the Adamites, who imagined themſelves 
to be inſpired, and underwent the public 
Chaſtiſements of the Law with amazing Cheer- 
fulneſs. And yet I do not believe there are 
any of the preſent Sett of Quaters who will 
aſſert, that it was by the Inſpiration of the 
| - - Holy Spirit of God, that theſe poor People 
1 of both Sexes were influenced to go naked 
about the Streets. I leave it to yourſelf to 
= make your own Reflexions; and recommend 
| you earneſtly to the divine Protection, be- 
Eeching the Almighty God fo to aſſiſt you 
with the Influence of his Holy Spirit, that 
has 1 8. you 
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